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| Love My Church 


By W. M. Czamanske 


LOVE my church, the house of God, 
Where I am sure to meet 
My Saviour and my friends who come 
And worship at His feet. 


I love my church where I recall 
And where I truly trace 

The many precious promises 
Of God’s redeeming grace. 


I love her tuneful heritage, 
Her hymns of praise and prayer, 
Her sacred strains that lift my soul 
Above this world of care. 


I love the pastor of my church 
Who cheers and strengthens me, 
Contending for the one true faith 
In all his ministry. 


I love to see him lift his hands, 
God’s blessing to convey. 

And, with God’s peace in heart and mind, 
I wend my homeward way. 


% 


Easing the Tension 

God is not a hard taskmaster. Satan 
is, and so are the world and the flesh, 
for they promise ease and pleasure but 
in the end give only bitterness 
motse. Relaxation” 
popular word, and the world offers 
many ways to get it. A few are good, 
but many are worse than useless. God 


and, re- 
has become a very 












is a loving Heavenly Father to His own 
children, and it is not His will that they 
should be under a constant 
and strain. The violinist 
the violin strings and the 
concerts; the 


sense of 
tension loosens 
between 


string 


bow 
archer looses the 
of his when he is not using it; a 
drummer gives the drumhead a rest by 
turning the keys; a good trout fisherman 
lets his flyrod lie flat between 
that it will be ready for the tension of 
the next fight on stream or lake. Surely 
God cares more for His own than musi- 
cians and sportsmen do for their instru- 
There are many times of special 
stress and strain in Christian work, and 
every believer must watch and pray. 
But, if we will only let Him, God is al- 
ways ready to bear the brunt of the 
Enemy’s blows, so that when they strike 
us they are cushioned by His grace. 
He will not even allow the Enemy to 
attack us incessantly, but forces him 
to leave us for a season (Luke 4:13). 
It is not His will that we should be 
thinking every moment of our respon- 
sibility, our duty, the Devil’s power, the 
appalling condition of the world, our 


bow 


trips so 


ments! 


% 


failures 
when 


weaknesses, our failures, and the 
of our friends. There are times 
He would have us just think of Himself, 
and revel in His goodness, “for his 
mercy endureth for ever” (in every one 
of the twenty-six verses of Psalm 136). 
Of course, we may need more sleep or 
physical exercise, for these things 
are very necessary, since we still have 
human bodies. But even doctors and 
psychiatrists agree that relief from ten- 
sion depends largely on the mental atti- 
tude, and there is no balm like the peace 
of God in the heart. Just as the eyes are 
rested by looking across the blue waters 
of a lake, up the green, spruce-clad 
slopes to the brown, rocky summit of 
a mountain, so the tautness of the mind 
can be eased by dwelling on His good- 
ness. This can often best be done by 
reading quietly several of the Psalms of 
praise and some of the old hymns, and 
then by many rich bless- 
ings. This promotes a spirit of thanks- 
the heart and 


more 


reviewing our 


giving, which is good for 


pleasing to God. Thus we obey the 
word to “let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts” (Col. 3:15). 

b 


|. What lt Means To Have New Life 


This is the first of six editorials by the Rev. E. L. Langston, based on 
radio messages he gave last year in Philadelphia, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles Mr. Langston is a minister of the Church of England, and 
widely known ds One of the leaders of the British Keswick Convention 
for more than twenty-five years, and the author of several books 
on the Christian life. He is conducting a conference ministry in this 


country again this summer, 


Kerr, 4643 Placidia Ave., 


sponsibility of a heart-to-heart talk 

with you concerning a very deep 
and wonderful spiritual experience. It 
is concerning the possibility of living 
a life, day by day, moment by moment, 
of unbroken fellowship with God, vic- 
torious over the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, and of real heart satisfaction 


[ = to have the privilege and re- 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in man” 
(Psa. 118:8). 

















and may be addressed in care of Mrs. Ruth 
North 


Hollywood, Los Angeles. 


and peace. Many of you, I know, will 
say: “This is impossible for I have in- 
herited a fallen nature; the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil are very mighty 
and very strong and it is out of all 
human possibility for me to live this 
life.” 

I would remind you that in the Bible 
it is stated, “God is not a man, that he 
should lie; neither the son of man, that 
he should repent: hath he said and shall 
he not do it?” (Num. 23:19.) 

Will you consider with me, therefore, 
this important statement to be found in 
John 10:10, “I am come that they might 


have life, and that they might have it 
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more abundantly.” There is much more 
in this statement than at first meets the 
eye. Naturally you will ask the ques- 
tion, “What did the Lord Jesus mean 
when He said, ‘I am come that they 
might have life’?” We all of us have 
life, but we must remember there are 
at least two words in the Greek which 
are translated in our English as “life,” 
and the one used by our Lord in John 
10:10 is most instructive and inspiring. 
We all of us possess life, natural life; 
and the Greek word for natural life is 
ho bios. Our Lord very significantly 
did not use this term at all, but quite 
another. He tells us very definitely 
that the purpose of His advent to this 
earth was to give to every man who 
believes in Him “he zoe’—the meaning 
of which includes supernatural, divine, 
eternal, everlasting life, the very life of 
God Himself. Therefore, before we 
consider together the subject of “Life 
More Abundantly.” let us be perfectly 
sure that we have life, eternal life, 
divine life. 

During my travels around the world 
I find that there are a large number of 
people who profess and call themselves 
Christians, but who have no assurance 
that they really possess eternal life. In 
1 John 5:11, 12, John tells us, “God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. He that hath the Son hath 
the life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not the life” (from the 
Greek). Therefore the only way of 
knowing with confidence and assurance 
that we have eternal life is to know 
whether we have received and possess 
the Son. Again, John tells us in John 
1:12, 13, “As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” God is there- 
fore, offering to each one of us Him- 
self in His Son, who is “the Life.” He 
is the gift of God to everyone who will 
receive Him. Some, I know, cannot 
tell the day or the hour when they did 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ, but they 
know that He is dwelling in their 
hearts. To many of us, as in my own 
case, I can remember the very moment 
when I opened the door of my heart 
and invited the Lord Jesus to make His 
home there. I wonder whether you had 
some such experience? If not, why not 
here and now while I am speaking to 
you? My conversion—for that is the 
word used in connection with receiving 
the Lord Jesus into the heart—came 
about suddenly, but from the very 
moment of the reception of Christ into 
my heart I have always had the inward 
consciousness that my sins have been 
cleansed in the blood that He shed on 
Calvary; I possess an inward heart 
peace that no one and nothing can 
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shake and a sure knowledge that all is 
well with my soul. All fear of judg- 
ment to come and of hell has just 
simply disappeared, for there is “no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). All the judg- 
ment that was due to me, because I had 
sinned against God and disobeyed His 
commandments and done that which is 
evil in His sight, has fallen upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, upon Calvary, 
was my sin-bearer, my substitute, my 
Saviour; and when I accepted that fact 
and invited the Lord Jesus to come and 
abide in my heart I have had the ful- 
fillment of the promise in Philippians 
1:6: “Being confident of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform [continue to 
perfect; Gr., epitelesi] it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” 

This is a very and 
experience, and if you are at all con- 
scious that you have not this assurance, 
why not here and now pray the prayer 
that I prayed when I came to the Lord 
Jesus Christ: “Lord Jesus, I need Thee; 
I now open the door of my heart and 
invite Thee to come in as my Saviour, 
my Lord. Cleanse my heart from its sin 
in Thy precious blood. I now offer to 
Thee my spirit, soul, and body to be 
Thine forevermore.” 

My own experience as a young fel- 
low, when I had accepted Jesus Christ, 
was that I found it a real help at once 
to testify and let my people know that 
Jesus Christ was now my Saviour; and 
it was at the point of my making the 
confession of my faith in Christ that 
there came that inward heart assurance 
and peace that has never left-me. This 
is quite in harmony with Romans 10: 
9,10: “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man. be- 
lieveth unto righteousness: and with 
the mouth confession is made unto sal- 
vation.” 


great wonderful 


It was not easy for me to write home 
about this new experience of mine, or 
to tell my young brother who was with 
me at the time of the decision I had 
made; but I want to recommend very 
strongly that, having made the decision, 
you will not be ashamed of telling those 
closest and dearest that Jesus Christ is 
your Saviour and your Lord, for then 
you will have the fulfillment of the 
promise, “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee,” and the inward thrill of 
realizing that God Himself has come to 
dwell in your heart and give to you 
His very own eternal life. 

This is a very wonderful experience, 
and you will find, as I have found, that 
you possess he zoe, “everlasting life,” 
for the Lord Jesus is Himself that Life. 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
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no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” May God give you grace to look 
unto the Lord Jesus and accept Him as 
your Saviour and your Lord; and you 
will realize the fullness of the promise 
of the divine purpose in Christ’s com- 
ing to this earth: “I am come that they 
might have life. 

(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is All Well Among 
Southern Baptists ? 


Two letters have come protesting 
against comment on Mr. Noel Smith’s in- 
dictment of tendencies in the Southern 
Baptist Convention (Survey, S. S. Tres, 
June 20). This comment may have been 
too sweeping at the present date. It 
aimed rather at the direction things were 
taking than at the distance they had 
gone. 

The confessed aim of Unitarians and 
neo-Unitarians is to infiltrate seminaries 
and the clergy through the seminaries. 


” 


The last meal would be the church 
membership. 
At an earlier date, Shailer Mathews, 


of the Chicago Divinity School, boasted 
that over a hundred of his students filled 
chairs in theological seminaries. Union 
Theological Seminary’s catalogues have 
given long lists of its graduates in key 
positions in the churches. The Rocke- 
fellers have recently endowed a chair at 
Union under the supervision of Dr. H. E. 
Fosdick, who will appoint the lecturers. 
These lectures will be given in all theo- 
logical seminaries which will listen to 
them. Union Seminary is notorious for 
a neo-Unitarianism with a strong family 
resemblance to eighteenth century deism. 

Obsta principiis! (‘Resist the begin- 
nings.”) That's the maxim on which Mr. 
Noel Smith is acting. He points out that 
Dr. Dale Moody, assistant professor in 
Theology in Louisville Seminary, was a 
former professor in the same subject at 
apostate Union; that Dr. W. A. Mueller, 
head of the Department of Theology, is 
a graduate of Union Seminary. He quotes 
Dr. Francisco, former professor in Old 
Testament Interpretation and now teach- 
ing in another Southern Baptist semin- 
ary, as belittling prophecy and affirming 

(Continued On page 674) 








CORRECTION 

In the editorial, “A Forgotten Posses- 
sion,” on page 1 of the July 18 issue of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times, the last two 
lines were inadvertently omitted. The 
sentence at this point, and continuing on 
page 2, should have read: 

“Does every one of us enjoy the ‘place 
to lie down in,’ as the Cambridge Teach- 
ers’ Bible renders the word ‘restingplace’ 
in the margin of Jeremiah 50:6?” 
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Ill. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 


A certain proof that the Lord Jesus 


does actually save men from sin 


T IS probable that love is one of the 


most used words in the Christian 
vocabulary, and indeed it should be, 
since in its fullest sense it is the ulti- 
mate in perfection. As the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “And now abideth faith, hope, 
charity [love], these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity [love]” (1 
Cor. 13:13). 
The fundamental fact about love is 


that God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). Love 
in its Scriptural sense is-therefore not 
a human characteristic at all.’ The only 
way that it per- 
taining to men is by spiritual union 
with God. The believer in Christ is in 
Christ and Christ is in him ; ell as 
in His Father (John 14:20). Further- 
more, we who believe are all one in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the Father (John 
17: 21-23). 


can be considered as 


Consequently love is a def- 


new life which 


inite element of that 

the Christian receives when he com- 
mits himself by fajth to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Character manifests itself outwardly 
by words and actions Since God is 
love, all of His works exhibit His love, 
even when they are acts of retributive 
justice The supreme manifestations of 
God’s love are the giving of His only 
begotten Son to redeem the world, and 
the act of Chri in giving Himself for 


us. As these examples demonstrate, 
love works for the benefit of others than 
self and require giving of 


that own for 


s the gracious 


oneself or which is one’s 


others. 


The Disciple’s Convincing Evidence 


Needless to say, the Bible is full of 
exhortations to believers to love one an- 
other. The Lord tells us that such love 
is the convincing evidence to all men 
that we are His disciples. This fact is 
of such primary importance that He 


goes beyond exhortation; He commands 
us to love one another (John 13:34, 35; 
15:12, 17). The one thing above all else 
that mankind needs is Christ. We pro- 
claim that we are His disciples and en- 
deavor more or less to lead men to Him. 
Is our discipleship real; is it of supreme 
value to us; is our profession of faith 
convincing? We know that God’s Word 
will never return to Him void and will 
always achieve that which He purposes 
(Isa. 55:11), but when we proclaim the 
Gospel as His disciples, our relationship 
to Him is evidenced and given signifi- 
cance by the fact that we love one an- 
other. Real Christian love is in such 
contrast to the character of natural man 
that its existence and practice are in- 
controvertible proof that the Lord 


By LIEUT, GENERAL WILLIAM K. HARRISON, Jr. 


In this third article in his series, 
General Harrison shows that love is 
not a mere sentiment, as it is some- 
times pictured, but a practical and 
powerful force that affects every 
aspect of daily life. It is a cause for 
thanksgiving that one of the military 
leaders of our day, who holds a key 
position, is a man who knows the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, be- 
lieves the whole Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, and trusts in the living 
x0d. Generai Harrison is Chief of 
Staff to General Mark Clark in com- 
mand of the United States Army 
Forces in the Far East, and chief UN 
delegate at the Truce talks in Korea. 
He still stands in need ef the prayers 
of Christian people everywhere. 








Jesus Chri does actually save men 
from sin 

As our hearts ponder the wonders of 
God's gracit redemption of men, it 
would seem that nothing uld be more 
logical or desirable than that we seek 
to show men that we are Christ's dis- 
ciples and to exhibit the love of Christ 
in our dealings with others Surely 
God has graciously made pro. n for 
us, that we may do just that As sin 
formerly reigned, so now in the believer 
God’s grace may reign: sin no longer has 
dominion over us (Rom. 5:21; 6:14). We 
are no longer slaves to sin in the old 
nature, but at liberty through the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. for “where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 


Cor, 3:17). 

In view of Christ’s command that we 
love one another, and the fact that God 
has made ample provision that we might 
do so, it seems strange and contradictory 
that often love among Christians 
more marked by its absence than by its 
This is indeed a sad condition 
humble self- 
profess 
our 
Al- 


seems 


presence 
and one that should cause 
examination by all of us 
the name of Christ. The 
failure is not difficult to 
though we longer slaves to our 
original sinful still have it 
with us as long as we live in the flesh 
We are led and guided by the Spirit of 
God (Rom. 8:14) to glorify Christ and to 
give Him the pre-eminence in all things 
(John 16:14; Col, 1:18), but He does not 
force us to do so. We can and often do 
turn away from Christ to the things of 
the world and the flesh. We need not 
do so, but we do. 

We have but to read in the Bible what 
love does if we want to see honestly 
wherein we fall short. Love always ex- 
presses itself in outward deecs. In a pos- 


who 
cause of 
discov 
are no 
nature, we 


itive sense we seek to do good for others, 


to be kind, generous, helpful, sympa- 
thetic. On the negative side we should 
avoid doing things harmful, unkind, or 


unjust to others, 


either deliberately or 
carelessly. I 


But love goes much deeper 
than the mere outward deeds, necessary 
The inner motive for the 
deed, the spiritual attitude is what truly 
constitutes the evidence of the presence 
of love in the heart. This fact is clearly 
stated in 1 Corinthians 13. In this great 
chapter on love the Apostle Paul shows 
that the possession of great gifts in the 
highest such oratorical 
understanding 
knowledge, and faith so 
great that it could remove mountains- 

are nothing without love. The noblest 
actions, such as giving all of one’s posses- 
the poor, or suffering willing 
martyrdom by fire, are of no profit with- 
out love. Real love is seen to be a spir- 
itual state, Christ in us and acting 
through us to seek the welfare of others. 


Love Must Precede Good Deeds 
Love is longsuffering, but how many of 
us do not experience a feeling of antag- 
ind resentment against those who 
cause us to suffer? Love is kind, but 
us at some time or other are pos- 
essed by an urge to be cruel or unkind. 
it envy others who seem to 
to have more than we, but 


as these are 


degree gifts as 


power, prophetic power, 


of mysteries 


sions for 


onism 
Most O: 


Love does 1 
be better o1 


our human nature is to envy, with all 
the resultant bitterness. Love does not 
boast. even in the heart is not proud; 
there is no need to comment on these. 
Love’s attitude is always as it should be, 


not unseemly or unreasonable. Love is 
not easily irritated or provoked, and does 
not think evil things, taking no pleasure 
in sinful things, but rather rejoices in the 


truth. This brief summary is enough to 
show us that love always produces good 
deeds, but apparent good deeds are not 


necessarily evidence of love. Most of us 
think of love im the sense of doing good 
deeds. This is putting the cart before 
the horse. Rather, we should search our 
hearts to determine whether our atti- 
tudes are those of love. If they are, then 
good deeds will follow naturally and in- 
evitably. If our attitudes are not those 
of love, no amount of charity, sympathy, 
and courtesy is profitable in the sight of 
God; they are merely the works of the 
flesh. 

The Lord Jesus Christ said that if we 
Christians love one another, all men 
will know that we are His disciples. 
We are thus afforded a great oppor- 
tunity and a great responsibility. Love 
receives its greatest testing when Chris- 
tians are thrown so closely together 
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that the natural self-love of one person 
is subjected to conflict with that of 
others. We find these conditions pri- 
marily in the Christian home and in 
the churches. 

I am sure that all of us can look back 
on our own home life and remember 
those times when, whatever may have 
governed our actions, it certainly was 
not love. Did we form some little 
habit that irritated or provoked our life 
partner, and thus provided a stumbling- 
block which caused the other to sin? 
Did we fail to meet the other’s need 
because we were busy or lazy? Did 
we speak sarcastically or angrily, or 
complainingly? Did we actively seek 
to cause joy and happiness to the other, 
or were we indifferent? How often are 
parents provoked by the interruption 
of their adult activities by the little 
children seeking attention! Have we 
devoted enough time to the loving care 
and nurture of our children rather than 
to our own worldly pleasures or in- 
terests, or even our church work? The 
witness of our own hearts makes it 
quite unnecessary to enlarge on this 
subject. 

I have no doubt that all of us remem- 
ber occasions when members of our 
church have been supersensitive and 
have been overly ready to be offended 
when no offense was intended. Maybe 
I was that person, or you. The vanity 
of some choir singers, who want to 
sing solos, causes them to‘be bitter and 
envious when they are not chosen. 
Some Sunday school teachers act as 
though the classes they teach are their 
private preserve rather than the Lord’s 
sheep and lambs. Men and women run 
for church office sometimes in the same 
proud and worldly manner as political 
job seekers, yet proclaiming that they 
seek only to honor and serve the Lord. 
We could all recall many other similar 
incidents which would never indicate 
that we are Christ's disciples, and doubt- 
less not all of them were done by 
others than our own selves. 

I could not close this short discussion 
without calling attention to one indica- 
tion of the apparent absence of love 
among some Christians. This is a sit- 
uation which in these critical times 
(which I can hardly avoid believing to 
be approaching the “last days”) is do- 
ing a great deal of harm to the life and 
mission of the Church of Jesus Christ. 
I refer to the tendency of some who 
profess the name of Christ, and who 
adhere to the basic, doctrinal truths of 
the Scriptures, to criticize and con- 
demn vehemently and publicly men 
whom we know to be true children of 
God because these latter do not agree 
with or follow the lead of their critics 
in certain matters of Biblical interpre- 
tation or church relationships. It should 
be clearly understood that I refer to the 
condemnation by some believers in 
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the Lord Jesus Christ of other believers. 
I am not speaking of a firm stand against 
Modernist doctrine or practices. but of 
personal attacks on born-again men. 
Whatever this critical attitude may be, 
it is not love. 

No man probes all the depths of the 
3ible. To the Holy Spirit there is one 
interpretation of the Word; but as He 
enlightens us and gives understanding of 
God’s truth, our perceptions are limited 
by our own carnal minds and failure to 
submit to Him. Often in pride we resist 
the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, in the 
span of one short human life it is prob- 
ably impossible to be wise in all the 
Word. It is inevitable that there will be 
different understanding on some points 
of doctrine, even though the men con- 


cerned are surely children of God. If 
any man were infallible in his knowl- 
edge of the entire Word of God, and in 


every aspect of Christian conduct, he 
could well ignore the injunction given 
us in Romans 14, that we should not 
judge one another. But no man is infal- 
lible. If we seek to honor God by pro- 
fessing to be more faithful to Him than 
are other of our Christian brothers, do 
we not deny that very faithfulness by 
disobeying His command that we love 
one another? It is by love that we make 
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all men to know that we are His dis- 
ciples. 

In these days of apostasy it is no time 
for true believers to be fighting one an- 
other. If they must disagree on any 
matter, at least they could do it in love; 
that is, following 1 Corinthians 13 they 
should be longsuffering, kind rather than 
harsh, not envious, not self-assertive and 
boastful or proud, not puffed up with 
their own faithfulness, not act unseemly 
toward their brethren, not rush violently 
to their own defense when offended, 
not easily provoked by criticism and op- 
position, and, finally, thinking no evil 
of the fellow believer whose ideas 
may differ from one’s own. It is time 
for true believers to close ranks, “en- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

In closing, it seems as though there is 
one key point for us all to remember. No 
matter what gifts God may have given 
us, no matter how zealous and diligent 
we may be in His service, we should not 
forget for a single moment that He said 
tous: “A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples. if ye have love one to an- 
other” (John 13:34, 35). 


The Written Word and the Living Word 


God's message of a new life through Jesus Christ 


YOUNG Cakchiquel Indian knelt 

before the wooden image of Jesus 
Christ. encased in a dirty glass sarcoph- 
agus, displayed in the awesome, echo- 
ing silence of a stone cathedral in San 
Antonio Sacatepecas, a small village in 
capital of 
earnest 


the mountains above the 
Guatemala. For 
young man would pour out his soul to 
the statue of the dead Christ and chant 
his prayers before the pictures of his 
favorite saint, but there was still no 


hours. this 


peace for his soul. 

One day, in the dark recesses of this 
old church, he discovered a copy of the 
3ible. No one will ever know just how 
this copy of the Holy Scriptures got 
there, but he took this book and began 
to read it—ever so haltingly, because 
he did not read Spanish very well. 
But it was not long before he discovered 
that Christ was not an image, but our 
living Lord, one who not only died for 
men’s sins, but who rose again and has 
become man’s advocate at the right 
hand of the Father. 

This good news seemed almost im- 
possible to believe, but it was imme- 
diately shared with friends and neigh- 
bors. Soon there was a congregation 
of believers called “The Congregation of 
the Faith.” As this young man ex- 
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plained, “I thought that I had just dis- 
covered a book, but it proved to be a 
new life for me and for my friends.” 

The Word of God does mean a new 
life, for it is the message of Jesus Christ 
who gave His life that all who believe 
might be saved and have new life. This 
is the message which the American 
3ible Society has been distributing since 
its founding in 1816. During these 137 
years it has distributed more than 435 
million volumes of the Scriptures. 
Last year alone it distributed more than 
thirteen million volumes in a total of 
124 different languages. These con- 
sisted of more than eight hundred thou- 
sand Bibles, almost a million and a half 
New Testaments, and more than eleven 
million portions. 

To some persons it may seem strange 
that in comparison with Bibles there 
should be such a high proportion of sep- 
arate books and portions. But it must 
be remembered that the American Bible 
Society is not dedicated excluSively to 
the task of providing Christians in 
America with the Scriptures. These 
people usually do prefér to buy New 
Testaments and Bibles. The Bible Soci- 
ety’s task reaches throughout the world 
to those who know little or nothing of 
the message of God’s Word. So many 
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of these people are ignorant of the truth 
about Jesus Christ, or they may have 
been prejudiced against the Bible. For 
them the entering wedge is a Gospel, 
which the Holy Spirit uses to enlighten 
the heart and create a demand for more 
of God’s revelation. This year there is 
a demand in Brazil for more than three 
hundred thousand Bibles (twice what 
we have ever been able to supply). The 
reason for this is that, through the last 
few years, the Bible Society has dis- 
tributed more than a million Gospels 


each year. One cannot sow the seed of 
the Gospels without reaping a demand 
for New Testaments and complete 
Bibles. 


Why Copies Are Sold 

For the most part the American Bible 
Society sells Scriptures instead of giv- 
ing them away. Of course, there are 
certain situations in which free grants 
of Scriptures are made; for example, to 
patients in hospitals, to members of the 


armed forces, to prisoners, and for use. 


in special evangelistic programs. But, 
in general, Scriptures are sold—some- 
times for an egg or other local produce, 
and almost always for much below ac- 
tual cost of production. It is not the 
profit motive which prompts _ this 
method, but rather the desire to see 
that those who obtain the Scriptures 
will be sure to read them. In the 
process of convincing a _ prospective 
buyer to purchase the Word of God, the 
colporteur has a unique opportunity to 
witness to his own faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to explain carefully 
what this Gospel will do for others. 
The investment of only a few cents will 
mean that the new possessor of the 
Word will read it, thus providing a way 
by which the Holy Spirit may speak to 
the heart and life in convicting and 
saving power. 

The purpose and program of the 
American Bible Society is described in 
its constitution as consisting of four 
phases: translation, publication, distri- 
bution, and promotion of use. No one 
phase is complete without the others, 
and each is essential if the Word of 
God is to go forth in effectiveness and 
power. 

Since the time of the early church, 
the Scriptures have been translated 
into 1,059 languages: 197 of these have 
the entire Bible, and the New Testa- 
ment exists in 257 more, while the rest 
have only a book or so. Nevertheless, 
it can be said that the Bible or New 
Testament exists in the language of at 
least ninety per cent of the world’s 
population. However, there are an es- 
timated one thousand other languages 
and dialects which have nothing of 
God’s Word. These likewise must be 
reached, and many are being reached 
now. In fact, translations into new 
languages are published at the rate of 
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about one new language a month—with 
every prospect that this rate will in- 
crease rapidly in the near future. 

The difficulties of translating the 
Word of God are almost unbelievable. 
The missionary is confronted by strange 
sounds, queer words, complicated gram- 
mars, and utterly unfamiliar kinds of 
meanings. It is so easy to become con- 
fused, even as one missionary who 
habitually dismissed his congregation 
with words which actually meant “Oh, 
Lord, kick us out gently, gently.” A 
slight change in the tone of a word, or 
the length of. the vowel or the puff of 
air after a consonant, and everything is 
confused. In the Navajo language, for 
example, the only differences between 
“face,” “nase,” and “waist” are slight 
distinctions in the tones of the syllables. 

Aboriginal languages sometimes have 
exceedingly complicated words. In 
Piro, a language of the jungles of south- 
eastern Peru, the “council of the San- 
hedrin” is translated as jemanshinikan- 
kakjetikwakaya, composed of eight dif- 
ferent roots and particles, and mean- 
ing “those who customarily exchange 
thoughts.” 

Some persons are amazed that the 
message of God’s Word can be ex- 
pressed in aboriginal languages. Not 
only is it possible to do so, but often the 
words which are used carry rich and 
meaningful connotations. Some of the 
indigenous languages of Latin An 
translate “repentance” as “receiving a 
new heart” and “conversion” as “receiv- 
ing a new life.” Here is a message for 
all of us. 


‘“ 


erica 


Many Revisions in Process 

Not only is this a time of unprece- 
dented activity in translating the Scrip- 
tures into new languages, but there has 
never been a time in the history of 
the church when there were so many 
revisions of the Scriptures in process. 
It is true that to some extent these re- 
visions are prompted by the existence 
of better manuscripts and a more accu- 
rate understanding of the meaning of the 
original languages, but primarily the re- 
visions which are being undertaken in 
many parts of the world reflect a funda- 
mental concern with evangelism—how to 
reach living men and women with a liv- 
ing Gospel about eternal life. The abun- 
dance of translations into present-day 
English reflects some of this concern, for 
so many people are not content with the 
flavor of old words; they want the chal- 
lenge of a living message. It is not 
strange that people are confused with 
words such as “prevent” (with the mean- 
ing “go ahead of”) in 1 Thessalonians 4: 
15, or “let” (with the meaning of “hin- 
der”) in 2 Thessalonians 2:7. They are 
equally disturbed by such translations as, 
“For if righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). 
Some persons are confused by such 
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translations, since the last clause would 
seem to imply that Jesus Christ is still 
dead. It is no wonder that several recent 
translations have rendered this passage 
in some such manner as “For if justifi- 
cation were through the law, then Christ 
died to no purpose.” One part of 1 John 
5:18 may be confusing in its traditional 
form, for it reads, “He that is begotten of 
God keeveth himself, and that wicked 
one toucheth him not.” This would 
seem to imply that the Christian has 
the strength in himself to keep himself 
from sin. But this appears to be con- 
tradicted by other Scripture and by 
our own Christian experience. How 
helpful it is to realize that in accordance 
with the best Greek manuscripts this 
passage should read, “He who was born 
of God keeps him, and the evil one does 
not touch him.” Thus it is the Lord 
Jesus Christ who keeps the believer. 
The “Version in Common Use” 

Those who founded the American Bible 
Society in 1816 put into the constitution 
the statement that the Bible Society 
would publish the “version in common 
use.” It is of interest that, though of 
course this phrase referred to the King 
James Version as used at that time, it 
would seem to imply ¢learly that they 
did not regard the Bible, Society as al- 
ways committed to one translation, re- 
gardless of the change in the English lan- 
guage or in the demands and needs of 
the churches. Several years after the pub- 
lication of the English Revised Version 
(1881-1885) and the American Stand- 
ard Version (1901), the American Bible 
Society adopted these versions as the re- 
sult of the advice and requests of its 
members. The Revised Standard Version 
New Testament, published in 1946, had 
gained wide popularity by 1951 and from 
many places the Bible Society was re- 
ceiving requests to supply this New Tes- 
tament — especially where missionaries 
wished to publish diglots (Scriptures 
with English and some other language). 
Foreign peoples have difficulty in under- 
standing the unfamiliar words and the 
strange grammatical form of the Eliza- 
bethan English occurring in older ver- 
sions. As the result of such overwhelm- 
ing demands, especially from the mission 
field, the American Bible Society began 
to publish the Revised Standard Version 
New Testament in 1952, but it does not 
publish the Revised Standard Version 
Old Testament 

Throughout the years, the American 
Bible Society has published the Scrip- 
tures “without note and comment.” This 
type of statement may seem strange tc 
some in view of the fact that the King 
James Version itself has several hundred 
notes. What is meant. of course, is that 
the Bible Society publishes no notes or 
comments which are interpretive or ex- 
planatory of particular doctrines, but all 
good translations, including the King 
James Version (though in most nonref- 
erence editions the notes are omitted), 
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have notes which give alternative ways 
of translating the Greek and Hebre 
texts, or different readings from other 
manuscripts. There are often explana- 
tions of the meanings of Hebrew names, 
or the identification of geographical ob- 
jects. or the explanations of unusual 
weights or measures. 

Never has the Bible Society been con- 
fronted with so many problems of publi- 
cation. In the first place, it has never 
exrerienced such a demand ‘or Scrip- 
tures. but rising costs. import restric- 
tions. and the impossibility of remitting 
money back to New York have placed 
serious strains upon the work. A good 
deal of publishing is done in some for- 
eizn countries, but this is often not com- 
pletely satisfactory. In these times of 
grave spiritual crisis throughout the 
world. these serious obstacles must be 
overcome through increased support of 
the Bible cause by Bible-believing 
people 

The distribution of Scriptures is or- 
ganized in every possible way, through 
missionaries, pasters, loce! churches, coi- 
porteurs, Bible vans, and bookstores, 
But we must not be content to meet the 
demand of Christians. This is not enouch 
The Bible has been called “the cutting 
edge of evangelism.” It must reach the 
man who is still unaware of his need of 
it. However, Bible distribution is not 
like a commercial enterprise. The Que- 
chua Indians of Bolivia, for whom a New 
Testament was published this year, have 
desperate need of this message in these 
critical times of sociai, economic, and 
political revolution. But many of these 
Indians work in mines. where they earn 
less than twenty cents a day and elke out 
a bare existence on almost a starvation 
diet. They could not possibly pay the 
several dollars which it costs to produce 
a volume of the New Testament in their 
language. We in America who believe 
in the power of this Book can and must 
provide it at a price which they can 
afford to pay. It is incredibly tragic to 
think that so-calied Christian America 
gives less than one and one-quarter 
cents per person for the distribution of 
Scripture throughout the world. 

The promotion of the use of the Holy 
Scriptures includes co-operation with all 
those seeking to develop a more effective 
distribution of the Bible. One phase of 
this program involves’ encouraging 
World-wide Bible Reading between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 1952, 
the ninth year of this program. there 
were distributed more than thirteen mil- 
lion bookmarks with suggested readings. 

In this day of competing man-made 
philosophies, this world needs as never 
before to realize, “Thus saith the Lord.” 
It has been the darkest tragedy of recent 
decades that for so many the Bible has 
seemed to be simply an ancient book un- 
related to present life. Though the last 
of its books were written almost two 
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thousand years ago, it is still the written 
Word of God, which reveals the Living 
Word, our Saviour Jesus Christ. who died 
for our sins. The Bible is essentially the 
message of God in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself—this is the Ggod News, 
for which there has never been such a 
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demand and through which there has 
never been such an opportunity for evan- 
gelism. This is the challenge to those 
who love our Lord and Saviour and 
wish to make Him known to all men 
everywhere. 

New York CIrTy. 


A Father Who Meets All Our Needs 


And how He is supplying some of tne needs in the Holy Land today 


By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


Dr. Lambie is in charge of the Mission to the Holy Land under The 

Independent Board jor Presbyterian Foreign Missions, whose _ head- 

querters is 246 West Walnut Lane, Philadelphia 44. The tuberculosis 

sana‘erium to which he refers is Berachah Sanatorium, recently built 
in the “Valley of Blessing,” south of Bethlehem. 


‘Consider the ravens: God _ feedeth 
them” (Luke 12:24). 


 } MIGHT be said that, in America, 
there is no one who is actually 
hung:y. No one dies of starvation. 
Many cannot afford T-bone steaks or 
filet mignon, but must confine their ap- 
petites to hamburger or breast of lamb 
ste . but: 
thing to eat. 

In the Holy Land it is different. Christ 
fed the hungry multitudes in Galilee and 
they would have made Him king. The 
next day they gave Him sour looks and 
words when He did not repeat the mir- 
acle but urged them not to seek the 
bread that perisheth. but that eternal 


Imost everyone can find some- 


bread that carne down from Heaven of 
which He Himself was both Lord and 
suppliei 

Yes bread has to be provided every 
day Here in the Hoiy Land we have 


the Tinited Nations Relief Works Agency 

} eeds hundreds of thousands of 
reugee The food provided is insuffi- 
cient. Here is a list of what each re- 
ceived in one month last year: flour, 20 
pounds (often of the poorest quality); 
rice. about one pound; sugar, one and 
one ha'f pounds; beans of some sort, one 
pound; cooking oil, one half pound; mar- 
garine, a quarter of a pound; and a piece 
of soap. No meat, no eggs, no fresh veg- 
etubles or fruits or milk. Poor fare pro- 
viding approximately 1250 calories per 
day. Is it any wonder they are half 
starVed and suffer from vitamin defi- 
ciencies? We know, because more than 
six thousand of them live just over our 
garden wall. 

There are people, however, who are 
much worse off than even the refugee 
people, people who get no help from the 
United Nations or from anyone. Mostly 
these are dwellers in the large cities like 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, and many of 
them are nominally at least Christian 
Arabs. 

Half an hour ago, two of them were in 
our home at our invitation. We had 
heerd about them and wanted to see 
them. They are typical of thousands, but 


there was one little thing that we heard 
about them that touched our hearts, as 
I know it will yours when you hear it. 

These two, mother and Son, were from 
Bethlehem. A short time ago it hap- 


“pened to them as indeed it had happened 


to them many times before, they did not 
even have a crust of bread in the house, 
and they were too proud to beg, or at 
least the old people were. Not so their 
litle son. Michael. He went to the house- 
top and began shouting at the top of his 
voice: “Would you believe it? Here is 
a house where there is no bread. No 
bread at all. Come and see this house 
where there is no bread. And I am cold 
and there is no coat for me to wear.” 
His mother was very much ashamed that 
her son should procleim their poverty 
from the housetop, and took him into the 
houve and punished him for it. 

As far as I know, none of the hearers 
of the little boy did anything about it. 
Just a little boy hungry, and no crust of 
bread; cold, and no coat or fire; and pun- 
ished for crying it from the housetop. 
Poor boy! My eyes fill with tears as I 
think of him. 

Consider the ravens—God _  feedeth 
them. “The young lions ... seek their 
meat from God. ... These wait all upon 
thee; that thou mayest give them their 
meat in due season” (Psa. 104:21-27). 
But children starve. 

God has made us His agents. Give ye 
them to eat. Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, freely ye have received, freely 
give. 

The boy was a dear little man, his face 
rather thin and drawn from hunger, 
poorly clad, but clean. It is very cold 
today and the wind is blowing a gale, 
and both his garments and those of his 
mother were woefully inadequate. So 
Irma, my dear wife, found overcoats for 
them, and gave them hot chocolate and 
cookies and carfare, and promised to send 
more things with Victoria, our servant. 

So we seek with this tuberculosis san- 
atorium to meet this great and ever- 
present need, and in our clinic we do 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. AUGUST 16. CHRIST ABOVE ALL 
Colossians 1:1 to 2:7; printed text, 1:3-6, 9-20 
Golden Text.—He is before all things, and by him all things consist.—Col. 1:17 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 

Col. 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
luve which ye have to all the saints, 

5 For the hope avhich is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; 

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and 
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you. since the day ye 
heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: 

9 For this cause we also. since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; 

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 

11 Strengthened with all might. according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 


13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins: 

15 Who the image of the invisible God. the firstborn of 
every creature 

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that e in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, dominions. or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him. and for him: 

17 And he is before all things. and by him all things consist. 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the preeminence 

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell 


20 And 1g made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things 1io himself; by him, I say, 
whet}! they be things in earth r things in heaven 
Lessons based n International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

nationa ible Le Christ eaching opyrighted by 
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The Lesson as a Whole It is noticeable that Paul’s method of Verse 5.—“For the hope which is laid 
counteracting error is not just denunci- wp for you in heaven.” Some connect 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. ation. He presents positive doctrine as this phrase with “ sive thanks” (v. 3), 
Approach to the Lesson the antidote for heresy Above 71] he but the old Greek commentators, who 
exalts Christ. All teaching is subjected would have less difficulty with Paul’s 


WO weeks ago reference was made 
to the errors which were creeping 
into the Colossian church—errors 
which in the second century developed 
into the Gnostic heresy. In view of this 
week’s lesson, it might be well to indi- 
cate more fully the nature of these er- 


it glorifies Him. 
tles were written 


Indeed, a study 


to the acid test of the measure in which 


and they have very much in common 


constructions than we have, linked it 
with the faith and love of verse 4. The 


The Ephesian and the Colossian epis- hope of Heaven is part of the Gospel 
in the same period, message 


Verse 6.—“As it is in all the world; 
as it doth also in you.” The rather 


parallel passages 


rors. G. G. Findlay, in the “Pulpit Com- Would make a wonderful exercise. The eavy construction of this verse tells us 
mentary.” lists eae characteristics of difference between the two is in the “at- two things: that the Gospel was bear- 
the fallacy: (1) it laid claim toa phil- " osphere. In Colossians the apostle is ing fruit and increasing among the 

} facing an actual situation of error. and Colossians, and that this process of bear- 


osophic character ‘Col. 2:8); (2) it had 
an element of Judaism (2:11, 14): (3) it 
encouraged the worship of angels (2: 
18): (4) it imposed ascetic practices (2: 
20-23): (5) it detracted from the glory 
of Christ and the sufficiency of His re- 
demptive work (2:8-10; 1:14-20); (6) it 
taught all this under the profession of 
being Christianity in its more advanced 
form (2:16-19). 

With regard to the third and fifth of 
these points, the Colossian heresy made 
much of intermediaries—principalities, 5 
powers, dominions, and the like. These Verse by Verse 
were exalted at the expense of the 
unique glory and supremacy of Christ 
See, then, how the Apostle Paul insists 
on the primacy of Christ, both in crea- 
tion (1:15-17) and in redemption (1: 18- 
22). He recognizes the existence of a 
hierarchy of spirit beings, but always as 
inferior to Christ, not only in degree, lore.. 
but in nature (1:16: 2:15, 18). Compare 
Ephesians 1:21; 3:10. 


~o) 


inent in 


Evhesians—but it 
Sians also, and we 


prayer are always 
as they ought to 
thanks for people 
criticizing them 
Verse 4.—“Your 


combats it vigorously 
is presenting largely tl 
as an instructor rather than as a con- 
tender. The polemic element, so prom- but that 
iOSSlans, 
sians. I think that is why it is easier 
lose oneself in the 
present in Colos- 
must not allow the 
controversy with error to rob us of the 
vision of our glorious Lord, in whom 
“all things consist.” 


Col. 1:3.—“We give thanks ... pray- 
ing always for you.” 


faith in Chris worthy of the Lord 
to ell the sai 
of twins. This was the kind of 
which Paul loved to lear. 


its.” Another pair and 





In Ephesians he 2 fruit and increasing was a world- 
e same truths, but wide process. This is not a claim that 
the whole world had been evangelized, 
operation world evangeliza- 
vas in progress, the same general 
pattern of bearing fruit and increasing 
cosmic vision in marking the whole -work. 


lacking in Ephe- tion” 


to 


Verse 9.-—“ do not cease to pray 
for you, and to desire that ye might be 
filled with the knowledge of his will.” 
For “desire” read “ask.” Paul's prayers 
were definite. A full knowledge of the 
will of God is a big request, and Paul 
visualizes its realization in a compre- 


Thanksgiving and hensive grasp of the truth coupled with 


tovether with Paul. an ability to apply it—both heing the 


with us Giving work of the Holy Spirit, not the cunning 
good cure for of the mind of the flesh. 

Verse 10—-“That ye might walk 

} being fruitful 

Knowledge that 

conduct is not true 

knowledge. As the action of the Gospel 


increasing.” 


“gossip” does not affect 











-o-e- . 
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is fruit-bearing and increasing (v. 6), 
so in the individual the effect of knowl- 
edge is fruitfulness (good works) and 
increase of knowledge. 

Verse 11.—“Strengthened ... unto all 
patience and longsuffering with joyful- 
wess.” We connect power with success 
in service, but this verse tells us that 
we are empowered with power (Gr.) 
in order to face those situations which 
call for endurance and longsuffering, 
and be joyful in the midst of them. 
Only the might which is so much a 
part of the glory of God is sufficient 
for that, and it is available to us. 

Verse 12.—“Giving thanks . . par- 
takers of the inheritance.” Thanksgiv- 
ing is part of the worthy walk (v. 10). 
Being raised to sonship and heirship 
should certainly make us thankful. 

Verse 13—“Who hath delivered us 

. and hath translated us.” This de- 
picts our rescue from the dominion of 
darkness, and a blessed “deportation” 
to a new realm, “the kingdom of the 
Son of his love” (A.S.V.), in which we 
are not prisoners, but citizens (Eph. 2: 
19). 

Verse 14—“In whom we have re- 
demption the forgiveness of sins.” 
Having introduced “the Son of his love,” 
Paul immediately takes off on a flight 
of praise to Him. showing Him as ap- 
pointed to have pre-eminence. He 
will return to the subject of redemp- 
tion in verse 20. 

Verse 15.—“Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature.” “Image” here does not mean 
simply likeness, but full representation. 
He brings forth to view all that God 
is. For “every creature” read “all cre- 
ation.” For meaning of “firstborn” see 
Topics for Development 

Verse 16.—‘For by him were all things 
created ... by him, and for him.” The 
Greek prepositions are important here. 
The first is en, meaning “in”; the second 
is dia, “through; the third is eis, “un- 
to.” Christ’s relation to creation is ex- 
pressed in these three. The first points 
to Him as the source, the second reveals 
Him as the agent, the third indicates 
that He is the end, the goal of crea- 
tion. 

Verse 17.—“‘And he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist.” 
Christ is the antecedent of all things, 
and “in him” all things hold together 
as a great whole, a universe. This is 
the language of philosophy as well as 
of theology. 

Verse 18—“Head of the body, the 
church ... firstborn from the dead... 
the preeminence.” As in things natural, 
so in things spiritual, Christ Jesus is 
appointed Head. Compare “firstborn” 


here with “firstfruits” in 1 Corinthians 
15:20, 23. 


_macy of Christ. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 


6. August 9.—The Christian's War 
(Temperance.) Romahs 14:13-21; 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 6:10-20 


Next Week's Lesson 
8. August 23.—The Christian's Prayer 


Life. Matthew 6:7-13; 1 Timothy 
2:1-8; Romans 8:26-28 








Verse 19.—‘For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell.” 
The words “the Father” are supplied 
by the translators. The One who “emp- 
tied himself” (Phil. 2:7, A.S.V.) has 
“all fulness.” 

Verse 20.—“Peace through the blood 
of his cross ... to reconcile all things 

. in earth ... in heaven.” Compare 
verse 16, and see Ephesians 1:10. See 
also lesson for July 19. The Cross of 
Christ has cosmic significance. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The heart of this lesson is the pri- 
The lesson committee 
has given us an excellent title: Christ 
Above All. The phrase in German, 
however, has more of the majestic ring 
suitable to such a theme: Christus 
liber alles. 

The Apostle Paul was jealous for the 
honor of Christ, as we ought to be, and 
when any doctrine arose which in any 
wise tended to dim the glory of his 
Lord, Paul struck it hard. Indeed we 
can test any system by the place it 
gives to Christ. Wherever the deity of 
Christ is questioned, wherever His 
unique place as mediator is shared with 
others, wherever His pre-eminence is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was the chief danger in the 
erroneous teaching at Colosse? 

2. What is the significance of Paul’s 
many references to “principalities and 
in the letters to the Ephesians 
and the Colossians? 


powers” 


3. What good antidote for the spirit of 
criticism do we find in our lesson? 

4. What is the normal operation of the 
Gospel, as noted by Paul? 

5. What is the apostle’s answer to the 
question, How are we to know the will 
of God? 

6. When Paul prays that the saints may 
be empowered with power, what purpose 
has he in mind? 

7. In what sense is the word “first- 
born” used in verse 15? 

8. In what sense is the word “first- 
born” used in verse 18? 

9. What three prepositions describe our 
Lord's relation to all creation? 

10. What aspect of redemption is pre- 
sented in Ephesians and Colossians? 

(Answers on page 671) 
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not recognized, we have no true Chris- 
tianity. 

Our passage presents Christ as pre- 
eminent in the realm of creation and 
in the realm of redemption, for in both 
realms He acts for God and as God. 
Three prepositions describe His rela- 
tion to creation. All things were cre- 
ated “in him... through him, and unto 
him” (v. 16, A.S.V.). Here we see the 
source of all things, “in him.” He is 
also the mediating cause of all things, 
the agent of creation. Then He is the 
goal. All things move “unto him” as 
the end of all being. 

But in addition to these three prep- 
ositions, we have three phrases express- 
ing the primacy of Christ in creation: 
“the firstborn of every creature” (or, 
“of all creation”), “he is before all 
things,” and, “in him all things consist” 
(A.S.V.). The first of these phrases is 
practically the equivalent of Hebrews 
1:2—“whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things” (see Firstborn in Tepics for 
Development). The second phrase 
affirms His eternal existence, “before 
all worlds.” The third phrase suggests 
His providential work as sustainer. He 
is the “holding together force” of the 
universe, securing it as a universe. 

So that “in all things he might have 
the preeminence,” He holds primacy in 
the sphere of redemption also, on the 
ground of His being “the firstborn from 
the dead.” Thus the church, the com- 
pany of the redeemed, own His head- 
ship. But His redemptive headship 
embraces “all things . . . whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven,” 
for His work of reconciliation, effected 
“through the blood of his cross,” was 
universal in scope. 

Thus by a twofold right—right of 
creation and right of redemption—the 
Lord Jesus stands pre-eminent. Does 
He have pre-eminence in your life, and 
mine? 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Paul expresses his pleasure in the 
Colossians (1:3-6) 

2. Paul offers a prayer for the saints 
(1: 9-13) 

3. Paul affirms the primacy of the Lord 
Jesus (1:14-20) 


Topics for Development 

The Primacy of Christ. Christ holds 
primacy in two realms—the natural 
and the spiritual, in creation and re- 
demption. This primacy in creation is 
defined in the statement, “he is be- 
fore all things” (v. 17). His qualifica- 
tion for this primacy is given in two 
statements: “the image of the invis- 
ible God, the firstborn of every crea- 
ture” (v. 15). His function in this 
primacy is shown in the three prepo- 
sitions of verse 16 (Gr.)—‘“in him, 
through him, unto him,” and in the 
statement, “in him all things consist” 


eres 
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The extent of this primacy is 
“all things that are 
that are in earth” (v. 


(v. 17). 
declared to be 
in heaven, and 
16). 

His primacy in the redemptive sphere 
is defined in the phrase, “head of the 
body, the church” (v. 18). His qualifi- 
cation for this primacy is given in the 
Statement, beginning. the 
firstborn from the 18). His 
function in this primacy is the work of 
reconciliation “through the blood of his 


“who is the 
dead” (v. 


cross” (v. 20). And the extent of this 
primacy is given as “all things 
whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven” (v. 20). 


Try to arrange this in chart fotm, and 
it will make it clearer. 

Firstborn. The term 
used in verse 15, does not signify that 
Christ was the first created, but that 
He holds a relation of primacy to all 
creation as its appointed Lord and Heir. 
Regarding Christ *as a created being is 
an old heresy, revived in recent times 
by “Pastor” Russell and his followers, 
Jehovah's Witnesses “Very God of 
very God, begotten not created,” is the 
Biblical Son of God. 
In connection “firstborn” 
in verse 18, see Acts 13:32, 
33: Romans 1:4. 


“firstborn,” as 


conception of the 
with the term 
Psalm 2:7; 


Personal Applications 

Allow nothing to dim 
lower your estimate of the Lord Jesus. 
If you honor Him less than you do the 
Father, are guilty of disobedience 
and of heresy (John 5:23). 

One who has access to a chief execu- 
tive not concern himself with a 
long line of lesser officials; and we 
are “accepted in the beloved” have no 
need of multiplied intermediaries, 
whether they be saints or angels 

Those who have acquaintance 
with God will make small requests for 
their friends, but those who know Him 
well will ask for big things. How do 
your prayers for. your friends compare 
with Paul's for his friends? (1:9-12.) 

The prayers of the apostle 
God’s will for His people. How 
your life match these prayers? 
Golden Text 

Col. 1:17.—‘He is before all 
and by him all things consist.” If the 
Lord Jesus can hold the universe to- 
gether, I need not be afraid that my 
life will go to pieces when it is “hid 
with Christ in God.” 

ELMHurstT, ILL. 


your vision or 


you 


does 
who 


small 


reveal 
does 


things, 


ye 


= 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press. mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business. circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors: and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 

“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus 
“A Wonderful Saviour Is Jesus 


Sounds” 
My Lord” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We re- 
alize, O Lord, that we d6 not know 
Thee, nor love Thee, nor serve Thee as 


we ought. Therefore we pray: 
Lord Jesu make Thyself to me 
A living, bright reality; 
More present to faith’s vision keen 
Than any outward object een; 
More dear, intimately nigh 
Than e’en the closest earthly tie. 


Bless our study today that we may see 
more of the wonder of what Thou art 
and what Thou hast done. Inspire our 





Let Me Ponder Well 


WONDERFUL Lov 











THE 

OF MY 
hearts with such warm lov nd deep 
devotion to Thee, O Saviour. that no 
prize of earth can lure us from Thee, no 
sacrifice seem too great to make for Thee, 
no labor too heavy to do for Thee. In- 





Copies of Mr. Russell’s cartoon on the dedication of a baby 
may be had at 


printed in blue on pink cards, 
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fuse the whole church on earth with 
fresh wonder and joy over the glory of 
all Thou art as our maker and our Re- 
deemer. And as we think of Thy coming 
to us to seek and save us, and all it cost 
Thee to make our peace with God, may 
we say, 

divine, 


life, my all. 
Anten. 


Love so amazing, so 
Demands my soul, my 

After the Lesson._-We sometimes sing, 
“A wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord.” 
and it is true. Behind the wonder of all 
our Saviour does is the wonder of what 
He is. as told in our lesson today. Be- 
cause He is so much that is wonderful, 
He can do so much,that is wonderful 
He is truly man, but truly God, 
That is why our Golden Text says, “He 
is before all things, and by him all things 
consist.” “He existed before all things,” 
nother translation puts it, “and through 
Him all things are held together.” When 
you learn in science the wonders of the 
universe and the marvels of its working, 
wonderful Lord who 


too. 


remember it is our 


holds all things together and keeps them 
obeying His laws 

Over sixty years ago the head of a 
school for training Baptist ministers, 


1952), 
lsc each, 2 for 25c, 10 for $1, 100 for $8, 
from the Rev. J. E. Russell, 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 


(issue of July 12 
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Principal D. A. McGregor of Toronto, 
died in his forties. He had thought 
much of the wonders of our Lord Jesus 
as described in our Golden Text. After 
his death they found beneath his pillow 
a hymn he had written on the text. It 
begins: 
Jesus. wondrous Saviour! 
Christ, of kings the King! 
Angels fall before Thee 
Prostrate, worshipping 
It goes on to sing of Christ as “fairer far 
than sunlight.” “fairer than the day- 
dawn,” “sweeter far than music.” and 
exclaims, 
Heaven itself without Thee 
Dark as night would be 
Another stanza says, 
Worlds and men and angels 
All consist in Thee, 
Yet Thou camest to us 
In humility. 
How wonderful that He who set the 
worlds in space and keeps them there, 
the one who made and sustains the life 
of men and angel. that He should have 
come to us in humility that He might 
save such as us! Let us truly trust Him 
as our Saviour and ever give Him first 
place in our hearts. 
CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“We give thanks to God .” (Col. 
1:3).—What a thankful person the 
apostle was! He found cause for 
thanksgiving in a report from a city he 
had not visited—a report about people 
exercising faith in the Lord Jesus, and 
manifesting love to all Christians. 

How often do we hear similar re- 
ports, but because we do not happen to 
know the folks personally, we fail to 
perform our priestly function of offer- 
ing a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God 
for them. 

I have heard it said that whenever 
saintly Robert Chapman would meet or 
hear of a Christian who was a stranger 
to him, he would say, “Thank God, that 
is like adding another acre to my in- 
heritance!” 

“Ye heard before in the word of the 
truth of the gospel” «Col. 1:5).—The 
Gospel of Christ not only brings glad 
tidings of blessings to be enjoyed here, 
such as deliverance from judgment, 
forgiveness of sins, and the like, but it 
also tells us of “the hope which is laid 
up for you in heaven.” 

The hope of the believer is not only 
the coming of the Lord Jesus, but it is 
the Lord Himself. The Apostle Paul 
personalizes the hope, and says: the 
“Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope” 
(1 Tim. 1:1). He is in Heaven now. 
He is there “for us” (Heb. 6:20). He 
will descend from Heaven to receive 
His own (1 Thess. 4: 16-18). 


,. 
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Preachers may boast all they like 
about preaching a full Gospel; but if 
they do not preach the personal return 
of the Lord Jesus to take the “many 
sons tnto glory,” they are not preach- 
ing the full Gospel. It is pathetic 
when Christians appeal to preachers— 
as they have to me—and say, “Please 
give us sonte messages on the Second 
Coming, for we never hear of the 
Lord’s return in this place!” 

“Which is come unto you, as it is in 
all the world” (Col. 1:6).—By reason of 
the blessing of the Lord on the inde- 
fatigable labors of the apostles and dis- 
ciples of the first century, the word of 
the Gospel went throughout the then- 
known world. What a rebuke to us if 
we do not utilize the greatly improved 
facilities of our day to spread that Gos- 
pel, especially to such parts of the 
world which have lapsed into ignorance 
of it! 

Cease not to thank God for all mis- 
sionaries, pastors, teachers, evangelists, 
and personal workers, who are doing 
their bit by voice, correspondence, 
press, radio, short wave, and television 
to spread the Gospel of Christ world 
wide. But at the same time, fervently 
pray the Lord of the harvest to thrust 
forth more laborers into harvest and 
vineyard that “the uttermost part of 
the earth” may hear the Good News. 

Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 
Heber 

“Who is the image of the invisible 
God .. .” (Col. 1:%5-20).—The Colos- 
sians were becoming interested in “phil- 
osophy and vain deceit” (2:8). As an 
antidote, the apostle, gives this ninefold 
presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
Satisfy and delight their hearts. In 
these six verses He is revealed as (1) 
“the image of the invisible God”; (2) 
“the firstborn of every creature”; (3) 
the creator of all things; (4) the one 
before all things: (5) the preserver of 
all things; (6) “the head of the 
church”; (7) “the firstborn from the 
dead”; (8) the reservoir of all full- 
ness; and (9) the Reconciler 

These can be divided into three 
groups of three titles each, of which 
the first goes back to a past eternity, 
the second to His earthly ministry, and 
the third to His resurrection glories. 

For example, in the first group, He 
is creator of fll things; before all 
things: and preserver of all things. “By 
him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible.” Multitudes of people 
today are committing the crime of rob- 
bing Him of the glory of creating things, 
and are giving it to the baseless theory 
of evolution. It was refreshing to 
peruse the article in “The 30th Anniver- 
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sary Reader’s Digest Reader,” entitled, 
“Seven Reasons Why a Scientist Be- 
lieves in God,” by A. Cressy Morrison, 
the former president of the New York 
Academy of Science. For lack of space 
we will just mention his first reason. 
He says: “By unwavering mathemati- 
cal law we can prove that our universe 
was designed and executed by a great 
engineering Intelligence.” Whether or 
not he is willing to admit that that “en- 
gineering Intelligence” is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, his statement disproves 
the theory that the univese is the “de- 
velopment of a_ protoplasm,” or the 
“coming together of a fortuitous con- 
course of atoms,” or “the evolution of 
an infinitesimal germ.” 

In the second group, He is seen as 
“the image of the invisible God,” “the 
firstborn of every creature,” and the 
reservoir of all fullness. As the image. 
He made the invisible God, visible. In 
all His ministrations, and in His death, 
we see the heart of God toward His 
creatures. 

“Firstborn” does not mean “born 
first,” but “chief” or “heir.” As Crea- 
tor, the Lord Jesus is the rightful heir 
of all—the Lord from Heaven. 

Not only was the Father pleased that 
all fullness should dwell in the Son, 
but the marginal reading of verse 19 
makes it plain that the entire Godhead 
was pleased 

In the third group, He is, in resurrec- 
tion, seen as the “beginning, the first- 
born from the dead”: “the head of the 

church,” and the Reconciler. 

He was not the first one to rise from 
the dead: but He is the “firstfruits of 
them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20)—the 
first to receive a body of glory in res- 
urrection. 

He is the head of the Church: and 
every believer is a member of that 
mystical body 

As Reconciler, notice it is said of 
“things in earth, or things in heaven.” 
No reconciliation is mentioned for those 
“under the earth.” If the appeal, “Be 
ye reconciled to God” is not heeded 
here, it will be too late to respond to 
it in a lost eternity. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as I write this com- 

ment the press dispatches are pro- 
claiming the conquest at long last of 
Mount Everest. For centuries daring 
and ambitious mountain climbers have 
from time to time attempted to reach 
the crest of that great alpine sentinel, 
29.002 feet in altitude, the highest meas- 
ured mountain in the world. Many have 
lost their lives in the effort, and it has 
been regarded as an impossible feat; but 
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a British party has accomplished it and 
triumphantly planted the British Union 
Jack higher than any flag that ever flew 
on a mast. It is interesting that the 
news came to England during the great 
coronation week when the empire was 
placing the diadem upon its beloved 
young Queen Elizabeth. And a part of 
the report said that the effort was 
greatly stimulated by the desire of the 
climbers to present the success as a 
trophy—a ‘coronation present to Her 
Majesty. It was a heroic tribute. 

For me this incident points to a moun- 
tain peak verse in the Scripture text of 
our lesson today, Colossians 1: 18—“And 
he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead: that in all things he might 
have the preeminence.” I think we can 
afford to confine ourselves to this one 
statement, especially to that part in 
italics. It is the very essence of true 
faith, loyalty, and love. It is the first 
and last word of complete surrender to 
Jesus Christ. Paul never made a nobler 
statement than that. It both covers and 
includes his ringing “God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ .. .” (Gal. 6:14) and 
“T count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). , 

Fellows, the best spot in your life will 
be when you reach the place where you 
can truly say, “I am putting Jesus 
Christ at the very top of my every in- 
terest.” Not only will you lose nothing 
by that, but you will gain everything 
that is worth having. What are your 
goals in life? What are you planning 
to be or do? Put Jesus Christ at the 
top of it. Your beliefs? Put Him at 
the top. Your doubts? Put Him there, 
too. Paul did that on the plains of 
Syria before the gates of Damascus, 
when he wanted to know. He said, 
“Who art thou, Lord?” And Jesus sat- 
isfied him once and for all. 

Place Him at the top of your duties— 
your tasks—your_ recreations, your 
choices, your difficulties, your affections, 
your surprises, your disappointments. It 
is amazing how Jesus, when you trust 
Him, has something satisfying to fit 
your every experience, the happy solu- 
tion to your every problem, and for 
the enhancement of every joy. “That 
in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence”—all things. Make Him the 
King of your realm. Go to that last 
little spot of unsurrendered territory 
and make Him Lord over that. Maybe 
that one little unyielded corner is what 
He has been waiting for—and when 
you give Him that, it will mean more 
to Him and to you than if you climbed 
Mount Everest to place the trophy at 
His feet. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OME weeks ago, I told you girls 
about the Scotsman, George Wish- 
art. His heart was so filled with love 
that he went to Dundee at the time of 
a terrible plague, risking his life to 
minister to the sufferers there, in spite 
of the fact that he had previously been 
ordered out of their city. I also told 
you how he clasped his would-be mur- 
derer in his arms, to save him from the 
angry people. If such is the servant of 
Christ, what must the Master be? 
Another time I told you about the 
Frenchman, Claude Brousson, who 
went around telling the message of sal- 
vation to his countrymen, even though 
there was a death penalty for doing 
this. When he was finally captured and 
on his way to prison and death, the 
pilot of the boat deliberately steered 
the boat off its course in the dead of 
ght to enable him to escape. Brous- 
son refused to go, because he had prom- 
ised his captors that he would not 
try to escape. He loved truth so well 
that he chose to go to torture and 
death, rather than to break his word. 
We also heard about the American, 
Peter Miller, who lived at the time of 
our Revolution. He forgave his enemy 
so fully, that he walked sixty miles to 
plead with George Washington for the 
man’s life. Again we ask, “If such is the 
servant, what must the Master be?” 
We could go on telling about wonder- 
ful Christians of many different nation- 
alities, but we must now turn our 
thoughts to the Master they all served. 
Our lesson today is called “Christ 
Above All.” Compared with Him, His 
most devoted follower is as a candle 
compared to the noonday sun. In Colos- 
Sians 1:1-20 we find some of the rea- 
sons why Christ is “far above all.” After 
we have read these verses we will see 
how long a list we can make of things 
it tells about our wonderful Saviour. 
(1) He is God’s dear Son; (2) He died 
for our sins; (3) He is the image of the 
invisible God; (4) He is the “firstborn 
of every creature”; (5) He is the crea- 
tor of all things; (6) He was “before 
all things”; (7) “by him all things con- 
sist”; (8) “He is the head of the 
church”; (9) He is the Beginning; (10) 
He is the “firstborn from the dead”; 
(11) He is the one who made peace for us, 
No wonder the last part of Colossians 
1:18 says, “That in all things he might 
have the preeminence.” The Lord Jesus 
will always be “far above all” in char- 
acter as well as in position, though we 
shall be “like him.” His servants, who 
will share His glory, rejoice in this. 
What servant of the Lord have we 
been thinking most about this quarter? 
(Captain Allen Gardiner.) Right. 


(ii) oof 


Last Sunday we left him in Zululand 
trying to leairm all he could about the 
people, while waiting for the king’s per- 
mission for a missionary to come and 
live among them. 

Captain Gardiner found that the Zu- 
lus had no hope beyond this life, so that 
the thought of death brought terror to 
them. He found that women, espe- 
cially, had most unhappy lives. They 
married when very young, and after 
that were nothing but drudges. As one 
Zulu man put it: “I only have to work 
till I marry. After that my wife will 
do my work.” You girls would be in- 
terested in how they conducted the 
marriage ceremony. When the price of 
the girl was agreed upon, the wedding 
day was set. It took two days to finish 
the ceremony. 

On the first day the bride and the 
girls who accompanied her went to the 
kraal of the bridegroom to dance out- 
side his house. After the bride’s dance 
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was finished, the groom’s party took 
their turn, trying to outdo the girls 


both in skill and in the length of time 
they danced. At night the bride wan- 
dered around the groom’s kraai fol- 
lowed by her friends. She was weep- 
ing and wailing at having to leave her 
father’s house. Sometimes this seemed 
to be part of the ceremony, but more 
often perhaps the girl was really weep- 
ing, knowing that she was now to be- 
come a slave for life. Next day there 
was a feast for all the relatives and 
friends on both sides. After this, the 
bride came up singing and dancing, 
then suddenly rushed off in the middle. 
If she was not caught by one of the 
bridegroom’s friends, he had to pay an 
extra cow to get her back. Payment in 
cows was then made by the groom. 
Two speeches followed. The _ bride’s 
father praised his daughter in unquali- 


fied terms, describing her charms and 
accomplishments, complaining that he 
had sold her too cheap. Then the 


groom’s father spoke praising his son to 
the skies, and complaining that the girl 
was ugly and useless, so they were 
cheated in the price they had had to 
pay. This concluded the ceremony. 
What a contrast to Christian marriage! 

While Captain Gardiner was in Zulu- 
land, King Dingaan sent for him several 
times, but he showed more eagerness to 
impress the missionary with his own 
power than to hear the Gospel. At 
last Gardiner decided to return to Port 


Natal, where he rested a few months 
with friends. Then he made a second 
visit to the Zulu king. As soon as 


Dingaan saw him, he said, “What have 
you brought me this time?” He was 
plainly more interested in receiving 
presents than in hearing the mission- 
ary’s message. The king tried to wear 
the bracelets which the missionary had 
brought, but they were too small. 
Gardiner explained that they were 
made for ladies in England. The king 
replied ‘with dignity, “No women shall 
wear them here!” 

Though the missionary stayed around 
as before to talk with the king when- 
ever possible, he could not interest him 
in his soul’s salvation. However, he at 
length gave Gardiner permission to 
speak to his people. What a thrill was 
his when surrounded by a ring of dark 
people waiting to hear the message of 
Salvation for the very first time! He 
asked them, “Who made the mountains 
and the rivers?” The people answered, 


“The Great Chief above.” Then he 
said, “Tell me what you know about 
Him.” They answered: “No, we are 


come to learn about Him. It is you who 
must tell us.” 

Next week we will try to finish the 
part of Gardiner’s life which had to do 


with Zululand. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Christian Grammar.—He is before all 
things (Col. 1:17, Golden Text). A Sun- 
day school teacher was talking about 
“Christian Grammar.” He told his pupils 
that Christian grammar is quite differ- 
ent. This is the order: 

First person, He. 

Second person, thou. 

Third person, I. 

God, our fellow men, and I comes last.— 
From The Sunday Circle. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


An Antidote for Weariness.—For the 
hope which is laid up for you in heaven 
(Col. 1:5). More than half a century 
ago, a group of children started out on 
a pienic hike from Retford to Tuxford 
in Nottinghamshire. They traveled the 
six miles almost twice over in their run- 
ning hither and thither. It was a day 
filled with the merriment of childhood. 
However. the return journey revealed 
how much energy had been spent as the 
tired-out little things trudged the weary 
miles. When they were at the point of 
exhaustion. Grace, the eldest sister, 
gathered them around a large tree stump 
and then began to sketch a picture of 
the seaside, where the family was soon 
to go on holiday. She pictured the don- 
keys they would ride and the sand pies 
they would make. The picture was so 
realistic that the children forgot their 
weariness as they continued and finished 
the long walk home, having been made 
happy in the anticipation of coming joys. 
So Christians many times grow weary 
and discouraged with the toil of the 
road, until they have turned to the pre- 
cious pictures and promises revealed to 
us in God’s Word concerning our 
heavenly Home, and then they have re- 
sumed the journey to the Celestial City 
refreshed with divine refreshing.—From 
J. B. Rowell, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent-by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 


God Gave for Everyone.—Which is 
come unto you, as it is in all the world; 
and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also 
in you (Col. 1:6). A petite clerk, Hiro 
San, leaned over the Tokyo shop counter 
and whispered to Misses Kreimann and 
Morris. in broken English, “Are you mis- 
sionaries?” Then she asked them to help 
with her problem. Her father was a 
strict Buddhist, her mother had a con- 
tact with Christianity. Could she come to 
their church—would they talk with her 
sometime? The missionaries left their 
mames and addresses, and as she was 
busy with other customers, left the store. 
The girl did not come, so they visited 
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her again at the store, and got her at 
last to come to their home. She was 
confused because Christianity seemed a 
“foreign religion.” Finally they turned 
to John 3:16, and explained, “For God so 
loved”—the American? The Frenchman? 
The Chinese? The Japanese? No— “God 


so loved the world, that he gave his only 


begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” Miss Kreimann later said, 
“I wish you could have been in our little 
room: your heart would have thrilled to 
see the light just spread over her face 
as she realized that the Christian religion 
is for the world—therefore for her, too.” 
They directed her to an _ evangelical 
church near her home; soon came a letter 
from her: “I can’t tell you how to thanks 
that you introduced me to this church. 
Nowdays I go there twice in every week, 
because one day Friday for Bible class 
and other Sunday for Christian group. I 
never known like this joyful. My former 
life I went to other places at every Sun- 
day and I like that very much, but now 
I don’t want to. Why I exchange my 
mind? I can’t answer to myself. I know 
not like this clear joyful since I was 
born.”"—From The Conservative Baptist. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, 
Nebr. 


The Lord’s Patience Does Not Give 
Out.—Strengthened with all might, ac- 
cording to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and longsuffering with joyful- 
ness (Col. 1:11). Dr. F. B. Meyer records 
that at a meeting in the home of Wil- 
berforce many were telling their experi- 
ences of how they were tempted and 
prayed to be delivered. At last an old 
clergyman said: “I have listened to 
those who have spoken of the conditions 
in which they prayed for help. I think 
I have learned something different. I 
was speaking to a number of children 
one hot Sunday afternoon. Finding that 
the flowers and birds outside were at- 
tracting them, that they wanted to get 
away. and that I was fast losing my 
patience, I turned to Christ and said, 
‘Lord, my patience is giving out. Grant 
me Thine.’ He thereupon dropped into 
my heart a lump of patience, and I could 
then stand twice as much noise and dis- 
turbance.” Meeting Mr. Meyer the next 
morning, Mr. Wilberforce said, “What 
did you think of that?” Mr. Meyer re- 
plied. “It has changed my life. Hence- 
forth, instead of conflicting with tempta- 
tion, I claim the opposite: not simply 
refusing, resisting, fighting: but taking, 
in the moment of impurity, His purity; 
in the moment of anxiety, His direction 
and wisdom.”—From Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Our Substitute.—In whom we have re- 
demption through his .blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14). ‘In Dr. 
Bainbridge’s “Around the World: Tour 
of Christian Missions” there is a curi- 
ously interesting and suggestive incident. 
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When he reached Tokyo, he was waited 
upon by an official with the inquiry, 
“Who stands for you?” Supposing it was 
a question of passports, he presented his, 
but that was not what was wanted. He 
then offered some letters of introduction, 
but they also were unsatisfactory, and 
the question was repeated, “Whe stands 
for you?” It was finally explained that 
there was an ordinance in that city to 
the effect that no foreigner could take up 
his residence there for any length of 
time, unless he provided himself with a 
“substitute.” And as a matter of fact 
there were natives who hired themselves 


out to foreigners for this purpose. If the 
foreigner transgressed any law. the sub- 
stitute suffered the penalty for it. Even 


if the penalty were death, the substitute 
suffered death. Christ gladly and freely 
bore our sins by sacrifice and substitu- 
tion, as no one else could have done.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Not by Chance.—By 
things created (Col. 1:16). A man living 
in Texas could not believe in God. One 
day, while in his garden reading, he 
came across this sentence: “God works 
according to the rules of geometry. 
“Ah!” said he, “I always thought things 
were made by chance.” Just then he 
noticed close by, a tiny flower, well 
known as the Texas star. He plucked it, 
and on examining it discovered there 
were five petals, five stamens, and five 
divisions at the base of the flower. 
Flower after flower he examined, and 
found they were all alike. “How is this?” 
he queried. “If these were all made by 
chance they would vary. some having 
three petals, and some two, and so on. 
Hete is work done by rule. Who made 
these flowers?” Quicker than it takes to 
write, the answer flashed through his 
mind, and he caressed the little flower, 
saying, “Bloom on, tiny flower; you have 
a God, and I have a God—the God that 
made you made me.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 

Is He Real to You?—That in all things 
he might have the preeminence (Col. 1 
18). A prominent man in the business 
world expressed to a friend his keen 
desire for something real in life. “How 
about God?” asked his friend. “He is 
very real to some of us.” “Well,” was 
the reply, “if He is. why don’t all of you 
begin to make Him real to the rest of 
us? He can’t be very real to most Chris- 
tians, or they wouldn’t succeed so well 
in keeping Him out of our conversation.” 

You talk 


him were all 


your business, 
Your bonds and stocks and gold; 
And in all worldly matters 
You are so brave and bold. 
But why are you so silent 
About plan? 

Why don’t you speak for‘ Jesus, 
And speak out like a man? 
You call yourself a Christian, 
And like the Gospel plan— 
Then why not speak for Jesus, 
And speak out like a man? 


about 


salvation’s 
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Have you forgot His suffering? 
Did He die for you in vain? 

If not, then live and speak for Jesus, 
And speak out like a man 


—From Gospel Banner, and The Log of 
the Good Ship Grace. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


ne 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Sharing the Story of Jesus 
(Col. 1:1-12a) 
LANK! Clank! Even the prison 


chains rattled joyfully as Paul wel- 
comed an unexpected visitor from far 
away. What news of old friends and 
churches Epaphras might bring! Yes, 
there was news, not only of old friends, 
but of new ones! Epaphras had heard 


about the Lord Jesus when Paul 
preached in Ephesus. Now he had told 


the people in his own home town, and 
started a church there at Colosse. The 
good news that God loved us and sent 
His own Son to pay the penalty for our 


sins spread to other towns around 
Many people believed, churches were 
started, lives were changed from bad to 
good, hearts were filled with love. 
These new Christians, who had never 
seen Paul, sent him their love by Epa- 


phras. It cheered Paul’s heart to knaw 
these unknown friends so far away 
loved him for first bringing the Good 
News to their country, and still loved 


him even though he was a prisoner in 


chains. 


Of course, he loved them, too, and 
wanted to help them. He prayed for 
them. He wrote them a Letter. Prob- 
ably Timothy did the writing for Paul. 
Listen especially for what Paul was 
praying for these new Christians. Open 


and read the letter: 


Christians in Colosse, 
Christ: 
God. our 
you peace. 
We always thank God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and pray for 
you since we heard that you believe in 
Jesus Christ and love all Christians. 
You have something wonderful wait- 
ing for you in Heaven. You heard 
about it before. when the true Good 
News reached you. Everywhere the 
Good News is bringing good results, 
and spreading. It does among you, too, 


following 


loyal brothers in 


Father, bless you and give 


ever since you heard it and really 
knew the goodness of God. 
The Good News is just as you 


learned it from Epaphras, our dear 
partner in Christ’s work. He is Christ’s 
loyal worker for you. It was he who 
told us about the love of your hearts. 

So we, from the day we heard. do 
not stop praying for you, asking that 
you might know everything God wants 
you to know, so as to behave as you 
ought for the Lord, to please- Him in 
everything, doing every kind of good 
deeds, growing in knowing God, being 
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when it is material and spiritual 
relief dispensed to suffering 
Jews in the name of Christ. 
4, This ministry is bearing rich 
fruit for eternity. 
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Nurse for Jane Cook Hospital. Write to Adv. No. 709, 


325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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made strong every way by His glorious 
power to stand your troubles and be 
patient in everything, with joy giving 
thanks to our Father. 
AposTLe Paut (the one God sent 
to tell about Jesus Christ) 
BROTHER TIMOTHY 
Now, what did Paul pray for them? 
Perhaps you would like to read some 
more about behaving. He, told the 
children how to behave and also the 
grownups (Col. 3:20-25). Does that 
sound like something you have heard 
before? Indeed, it does! (Eph. 6:1-8.) 
Strange that Paul should have to tell 


the very same things to children in 
Ephesus, and in _ Colosse! And in 
America? 

“God ... loved us, and sent his Son 


to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 
John 4:10, Memory Verse). How well 
is that Good News being spread around 
here? Are you sharing the story of the 
Lord Jesus’ love? (Some pupils’ homes 
or yards might be opened to gather un- 
taught playmates, and the teacher use 
an illustrated story which presents the 
Gospel, such as “Barney Morden’s Bar- 
rel,” “The Little Red Hen,” “Little Boat 
Twice Owned.”' Contact local Child 
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Evangelism offices or national head- 
quarters, P.O. Box 637, Pacific Palisades, 
California, for information on outdoor 
work and weekday Bible classes for un- 
reached children. 





1 Available at Christian bookstores, or Bible 
Supply Station, 113 E. 8th Ave., Topeka, 
Kans., 70 cents each. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ANCY and Carol are sisters. Both 

girls like to write letters. They 
have a friend (who is really a friend of 
their mother’s) to whom they write 
quite often. Their letters are short but 
they are always full of news. Some- 
times they write, “We have a new 
house,” or “Mother is in the hospital.” 
If their friend visits them when she 
gets to their town and takes them some 
little gift, the girls immediately write 
to say thank you. They have good man- 
ners, you see, even if Nancy is no older 
than you girls. 

The Apostle Paul who lived so long 
ago, also liked to write letters. His 
Letters usually were (and are) quite 
brief, but oh, how full of news they 
are! He wrote once to the Christians 
at Colosse. That Letter is known as the 
Epistle to the Colossians. 

Although Paul had not seen the Col- 
ossian Christians (2:1) he knew about 
them. He had learned that they were 
being troubled by false teachers. These 
tedchers said that Christians should 
worship angels and follow some old 
Jewish customs. They also taught that 
the Lord Jesus was not the true Son 
of God. So Paul wrote to them explain- 
ing that the teachers were not teaching 
the truth. Indeed he made it very clear 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is above all 
and He is the one to be worshiped. 
(Teacher’s Note: Be sure to notice the 
many things which Paul mentions that 
God has done for believers in Christ 
Jesus; see 1:12, 13, 14, 20, 21, 23, 26; 2: 
6, 7, 10, 12, 13, 14; 3:3, 10, 18.) ° 

Even though the Colossian believers 
had heard wrong teaching, they were 
apparently living examples of what 
Christians should be. In Paul’s Letter 
he told them of some of the good things 
he had heard about them. He had 
heard, he said, of their “faith in Christ 
Jesus” (v. 4a). There are many Chris- 
tians, you know, who never let anyone 
know about it. In fact, you could never 
even guess that they are Christians! 
Not so with the Colossians. They had 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
they had let others know about it. That 
was why Paul had heard (though he 
had not seen them, remember) about 
their faith in the Son of God. 

Then, too, Paul wrote that he had 
heard that they had “love ... to all the 
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saints” (v. 4b). The word “saints” is 
another word for “true Christians.” 
And the Colossian believers loved all 
Christians. It made no difference to 
them whether the others had money, 
or nice clothes, or the same color skin, 
or if they always agreed with them. 
The Christians at Colosse loved all 
other Christians. Isn’t it nice that Paul 
wrote and told them that he had heard 
this? Isn't it nice that other people had 
seen the love of the Colossians? 

Paul wrote of something else that he 
had heard about them that was good. 


That was that they were heavenly 
minded (v. 5). They were thinking of 


Heaven and looking forward to the day 
when they would see the Lord Jesus 
Himself. And because they loved Him 
so much, they wanted (above every- 
thing else) to please Him while they 
lived. No wonder that they let others 
know that they were Christians! No 
wonder they loved all the saints! 

Paul also heard something else that 
was very good about which he wrote. 
He had learned that the Colossian be- 
lievers were fruit-bearing Christians. 
That sounds strange, doesn’t it? But to 
have that said about you is really high 
praise. What Paul said of the Colos- 
sians, others should be able to say of us. 
Let’s turn in our Bibles to Galatians 5: 
22, 2: and see what kind of “fruit” every 
Christian should have. “Love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.” 
(Teacher: A close study of John 15:1-11 
will help you to teach your boys and 
girls what is involved in becoming a 
fruit-bearing Christian.) 

Paul had heard these good things 
about the Colossian Christians. He was 
kind enough to write and tell them so. 


If someone were writing about you, 
could they say, “She surely has faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and she lets 


others know about it, too’? Would they 
be able to say, “He’s a fine Christian. 
He really loves other Christians”? Or 
might they “She really tries to 
please the Lord Jesus”? Or, “Yes, he’s 
a Christian all right. He shows the 
‘fruit’ of a Christian”? We really 
should be like the Colossian Christians, 
you know. 
LANCASTER, PA. 


say, 


we 
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5. As “spiritual wisdom and under- 
standing” are developed in us, we shall 
be “filled with the full knowledge of 
his will” (v. 9, Gr.). 

6. It is power to bear up under trying 
situations, and to rejoice at the same 
time (v. 11). 

7. In the sense of primacy and heir- 
ship. 

8. In the same sense as “firstfruits” 
in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23. Notice the 
preposition “from.” or “out of” here, 
quite different frem verse 15. 


9. In (origin), through (agency), and 
unto (goal). 
10. The cosmic aspect (Eph. 1:9, 10; 
Col. 1:19, 20). 
ELMHURST, ILL. 
p) 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 16 
3. Rich Solomon and Poor Richard 
(Prov. 1:1-6; 6:6; 10:1) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

HIS third topic in the series, “Re- 

freshing Aspects of the Bible,” is 
somewhat of a paradox. Just how the 
writings of Benjamin Franklin are to 
be looked upon as one of the refreshing 
aspects of the Bible is not clear. That 
he was a remarkable and, in many ways, 
a wise man is not to be denied. His 
achievements were great and numerous 
and his writings were logical, interest- 
ing, often and _ contained 
much of sound common sense and prac- 
tical wisdom. But they are the unin- 
spired writings of a man who, in his 
youth at seemed to have been 
nearly an unbeliever. Later he was 
known as a moderate deist, “respectful 
of all religions but more attracted by 
the moral side of them than by their 


humorous, 


least, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 664) 

1. It tended to diminish the unique 
glory and primacy of Christ. 

2. The errors stemming from Colosse 
were making much of angelic interme- 
diaries, and Paul showed their vastly in- 
ferior place as creatures and servants 
of Jesus Christ. 

3. Thanksgiving and prayer (Col. 1:3). 

4. Bearing fruit and increasing (v. 6). 
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Training Christian workers for over forty years 
Your investigation cordially invited 
Dr. Elias D. White, Dean 
3465 S. Grand Blvd. St. Louis 18, Mo. 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 


Alumni—Serving in all parts of the world 

Courses—Bible Major; Minors in Missions, Chris- 
tian Education, Theology, Phi losophy indin Music 
Faculty— Qualified through education and experi- 


1943 to 306 in 





ence. Miracle Growth- From 4 
1953. Catalog and applications sent upon request 
H. D. Burkholder. B.D., M.A.. Pres. 





CLEAR CREEK SPRINGS 


Bible school for preachers and workers who can't 
attend college or seminary; offers 3- and 4-year 


courses in English Bible Cottages for families. 
Next term begins September | Write for catalog 
to 

DR. L. C. KELLY 


Clear Creek Springs, Pineville, Kentucky 





2. a8 es 
Cook Christian Training School 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 
21 TRIBES 
21 tribes from 10 states are here for preparation as 
Christian workers. Some are Navajos represent- 
ing 70,000 tribesmen most of wh om are illiterate. 
Will you help us train these native Americans? 


WILL, YOU? 





DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 
17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, President 


Courses: Standard—Bible, Missions. Music, Chris- 
tian Education Majors. 5-year Bible-Theology 
Course. Scholarly faculty, sound Bible teaching, 
spacious campus, new building, interdenomina- 
tional. Write for catalog. 





A Christian Liberal Arts College 

Majors in English, History, Philosophy, Educa- 
tion, Christianity, Natural Science, Pre-Library 
Science. and Pre-Theology. A.B. degree in 4 years. 
53-acre campus at St. Davids, Pa. Write for details. 


EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 


Public Relations Office: 


City Line and Lancaster Ave. Phiia. 31, Pa. 








Grace Livingston Hill Memorial School 
2611 First Avenue, North St. Petersburg, Florida 
under the direction of Mrs. Ruth Hill Munce 
A Christian Day School Grades 7 to 12 
Where Bible instruction goes deeper than mere 
facts. Where texth ks are taught in the light of 
the Bible. Where strict, loving discipline is based 
on the stt = nt’s person a relationship to the Lord 
Jesus C t A first-class indergarten is oper 

ited in connection with the school 


Grace Theological Seminary 


Dr. Alva J. McClain, President 
Stan‘ard Theological Courses leading to B.D. and 
Th.M. degrees 
College Division now offering 4 years of study 
and leading to the B. degree “AR proved for 
Veterans Term opens September ! Address 

Dr. Homer A. Kent, Registrar 

Winona Lake, Indiana 








Grand Rapids Baptist Theological 


Seminary and Bible Institute 


811 Wealthy Street, S. E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
Biblical Spiritual Scholastic Practical 
¢ Seminary—B.D. Degree ¢ Pre-Seminary °* Bible 
Institute—majors in Bible, Christian Education, 
Missions, Music. 

Approved for training of Korean veterans 





GREENSBURG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Oakland Avenue Greensburg, Pa. 
MASTER BIBLE COURSE 
Bible, Theology, Missions, Evangelism, Christian 
Education, Greek. Christian Ethics, Homiletics, 

Dispensational Distinctions, and etc. 
Fourteen departments offering over 100 courses. 





Send for a catalog 
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doctrine. He did not believe in rev- 
elation. But this point of view. which 
seems to have heen the pivotal point 
of view of the Free Mesons of his time, 
at least in Encland and America, he 
radually changed toward the end of his 
life’ (The Encyclopedia’ Britannica). 
However, Franklin was familiar with 
the Bible and with Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” and many of his proverbs 
seem to follow Scriptural proverbs quite 
closely. They emphasize the material 
benefits of honesty, sobriety, and dili- 
gence. however. rather than their spir- 
tual values. 

On the other hand, while Solomon 
was also 9 mere man. there is abundant 
evidence that his wisdom and his prov- 
erbs were peculiarly God-directed and 
inspired. You will recall that shortly 
after Solomon ascended the throne of 
his father David, the Lord appeared to 
him at night in a dream and Said, “Ask 
what I shall give thee.” Solomon’s an- 
swer was significant He did not ask 
for wealth or victory over his enemies, 
but rather for “an understanding heart 
to judge thy people. that 1 may discern 
between good and bad” (1 Kings 3:9). 
And because he asked wisely and 
humbly, God said to him, “Lo, I have 
civen thee a wise and an understanding 
heart: so that there was none like thee 
before thee, neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. And I have also 
given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches. and honour: so that 
there shall not be any among the 
kings like unto thee all thy days” (1 
Kings 3:12, 13). 


We have in Solomon’s proverbs, in 
short, pithy form. divine wisdom ap- 
plied to the earthly condition of the 
people of God—‘a complete body of 
divine ethics. politics, economics, ex- 
posing every vice, recommending every 
virtue, and suggesting rules for the gov- 
ernment of ourselves in every relation 
and condition, and every turn of the 
conversation” (Matthew Henry). Not 
all of the proverbs here. however. may 
be ascribed to Solomon. Chapter 30 
contains the words of Agur, the son of 
Jaketh, and chapter 31 contains the 
words of King Lemuel. But Solomon 
undoubtedly is the author of most of 
the Book under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, and he may justly be cred- 
ited with the arrangement of the entire 
Book. 

The sad part of it all is that, having 
penned these truths under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, and having taught 
them to others, Solomon himself did 


not always heed: the wisdom found here. 
God had warned in Deuteronomy 7: 
14-20 against the king allowing his heart 
to be turned away from God's statutes 
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and against multiplying wives to him- 
self. But 1 Kings 11 records that Solomon 
failed to heed this warning and married 
many women from among _ idolatrous 
nations, and that they turned his heart 
away from the true God to worship 
idols. In reading and studying the Book 
of Proverbs, therefore, we should keep 
in mind the great truth that knowing 
the proverbs is not enough In the 
words of the Lord Jesus, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them” (John 13:17), and James reminds 
us, “Therefore to him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin” (Jas. 4:17). 


In reading and studying the Book of 


Proverbs, give your own titles to the 
various chapters. It will help you to 
remember their contents Start your 
study with reverence, for God speaks 


to you from this Book as He does from 


all the others in the Scriptures. 


minds us that “the 


Proverbs 1:7 r 


fear |reverence! of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of knowledge.” 

Do you want to walk a straight, in- 
telligent path in life? Proverbs 3:6 


points the way, “In all thy ways ac- 


knowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.” 

Look for the hint of the Cross in 
Proverbs. You will find it in Proverbs 
3:12. The Lord Jesus, the Son in whom 
God “well afflicted 


for our sakes. 


was pleased,” was 

In Proverbs also you will find God’s 
danger signals, “Enter not into the path 
of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from 
it, and pass away.” 


God's plan for His children in this 
life is not one of haphazard ups and 
downs. stumbling along in our “own 
weak way.” He has provided a better 
way in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 


able to keep you from stumbling and to 
present you before the 
ence of His glory with great joy (Jude 
24). Take precepts in the Book 
of Proverbs to heart and ask the Lord 
Jesus Christ to keep you and to enable 
srace, Seek to put 
your everyday 


faultless pres- 


these 
you, as you, by His 


them into 
life. 


practice in 


PHILADELPHIA. 


% 


A Father Who Meets Our Needs 


(Continued from page 662) 


what we can to cure them, and God has 
given success and help far beyond our 
deserving. We need much, but we have 


a very wealthy and generous Father 
who, just as He meets the needs of 


ravens, meets all our needs which are 
the needs of His needy ones here. So 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 








GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


Greenville, Illinois 
Complete 4-year Liberal Arts Curriculum in a 
Fundamental-Evangelical program 
“Fall term begins September 15” 
FULL REGIONAL ACCREDITATION 


te, Director of Admissions | 


For information wr 





HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 
Zellwood, Florida 


istian leadership in a vitally 
ith sound Christian educa 


~ the Old South and the 


Developing future Chr 
Christian atmosphere 
tion midst the culture 
health of Florida climate 
Write for information to 
Dr. P. W. DuBose, President 
EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY 


1900 1953 
Practical Bible Training School 


Bible School Park, N. Y. (near Bing hamton) 
Offering Bible, Theological, and Divinity Courses. 
Three-Years in Bible, Theology, Homiletics, Mu- 
sic, Christian Education 

Emphasizing Pastoral Work, Missions, Practical 
Work, Evangelism. 


Rev. Gordon C. Davis, D.D., President 


Providence Bible Institute 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE Offers 


three-year Diploma—four- 
five-year Th.B. or B.Mus. 





Two-year Secretarial 
year B.A. Degree 
Degree 

Pastors’, Missionary, Music, General, Christian 
Education, Secretarial. Accreditation by AABIBC., 


Write for catalog 





HOUGHTON COLLEGE 


Modern in Methods 


Historic in Faith 


Moderate in Expense 





Offers yor and minor work in 
sixteen different fields leading to 
A.B., BS., and B. Mus. degrees 


rHe COLLEGE Dean 


New York 


Write to Orrice o 


Houghton ° ° - . Fe 


ROCKMONT COLLEGE 


Glenarm and Twentieth Denver 5, Colorado 
**On the Rock in the Rockies"’ 
Write for literature giving courses and full par- 
ticulars of our unique ““Earn-Your-Way Plan.” 
Address 
W. R. Skillen, Jr., 


Dept. TE President 





KING’S COLLEGE 


Percy B. Crawford, President 
King’s College, Delaware 
When thinking of a Christian college think of King’s 





Hig iT ‘ st college campus 
2-year Secretar Courses 
Self Help Work Prox: am 


Write for catalog 


4 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys Distine- 
tive Christian training. Grades seven to college 
Boys from eighteen states and seven 


enirance 
foreign countries i5-acre campus, accessible by 
car or train Thirty-second year begins Sept. 11. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





KINGSTON BIBLE COLLEGE 
AND ACADEMY 
Kingston, Nova Scotia, Canada 
A 40-acre campus in the heart of Canada’s ocean 
1 credited Acad 
emy, grades1to12. Music, Gym Acces 
sible by car, bus, tr Studious climate, low 


playground. Three-year cours 





isium 


humidity. Lowest rates. Information on request 


Grades 1 to 9 Co-ed 
Seeking to develop young lives for Christian serv- 
ice. Accredited school. -acre campus on old 
New England estate 

Write for information 
SUNNYSIDE FARN 


3arrington, New Hampshire 





MARION COLLEGE 


Open to all young people who desire a Christian 
educatior No drinking, no dancing, no fraterni 
thes or sororities 

Moderate costs, wholesome community, city priv 
ileges, many opportunities for self-help 

Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher Education, 
Re ligion A catalog or reques 


Wm. F. McConn, President 
MARION COLLEGE : - Marion, Indiana 


Washington Bible Institute 
1441 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 

“AT THE HEART OF THE NATION” 
hree year courses 

Bible centered Missionary emphasis 
Free tuitior I 
Write for catalogue 


cellent facilities 





The Missionary Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 


NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 
Christian Education Missions 
Theology Sacred Music 


“America’s First Bible School” 
Write for catalog 


Western Baptist Bible College 


Train for service in our Missions, Christian 
Education, Pastoral, and Music Courses 


Write President H. O. Van Gilder for details of 
three or four year courses 


Ask for FREE Catalog 


528 Thirty-third St. Dept. ST Oakland, Calif. 





PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OF FRESNO 
2149 Tuolumne Street Fresno 21, Calif. 


Offers an accredited four-year Bible college A.B. 
degree course. ajors in Theology, Missions, 
Christian Education, and Sacred Music. 





Write for information 


WESTMONT COLLEGE 
Dr. Roger J. Voskuyl, Pres. 


Announces new courses in Nursing and Elemen- 

tary Education. Emphasis on preparation for 

Christian schools. Traditional Liberal Arts majors 

continue available. Write for literature. 
WESTMONT COLLEGE 

61 La Paz Road Senta Barbara, Calilormia 
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Y KOREA needs gospels 


President Syngman Rhee pleads for 
Scripture portions for his stricken people. 
Distribution of Korean Gospels of John is being 
carried on os intensively as Christien concera 
here in America mokes it possible. 
PTL workers report the most remarkable 
response in all their experience. 
Our gool is 2 million in 1953 Carry 
this on your heart and in your 
proyers. Write for a free 
copy of our Quarterly 
magazine 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 


156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y.. 
Plan for pa I} 
Fall Enrollment | 4), 


BIBLE 
Now! y 

SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 
NEW CAMPUS 10% acres, increased 

facilities, homelike atmosphere. 

BIBLE EMPHASIS—-more than 50% of 

curriculum. If it’s Bible you want, then 

you want Multnomah. 

ACCREDITED COURSES—competent in- 


struction for high school and — 
graduates. 


Free Tuition- WRITE FOR CATALOG cm 
\, 



























Se ‘_ 


MULTNOMAH SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 
Willard M. Aldrich, Th. D., President 
8435 N. E. Glisan Street, Portland 16, Oregon 


e . 


MN you have friends 
and loved ones attending 








modernistic churches? Give them 
tracts designed both to answer the problem, 

and lead them to Christ. 
SEND 25< FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SunpAy ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 








WHEATON ACADEMY 
begins its second 
100 years! 


A century devoted to educating the minds and 
molding the formative characters of teen-age 
young people. 

Write today for catalog and special Cen- 
tennial Bulletin, which gives an interesting 
word-and-picture story of Wheaton Acad- 
emy. Address Room 83 ST 

“FOR CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM” 


WHEATON ACADEMY 
A Department of Wheaton College 
WHEATON -~ ILLINOIS 
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many have, through us, helped to help 
them. 

I shall, I think, never forget the vision 
of that little hungry boy with peaked 
face, calling out his need from the 
housetop. 

“I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat, ... sick, .. . and ye visited me 
not” (Matt. 25:42, 43). 

I hunger and I thirst; 
Jesus, my manna be; 
Ye living waters, burst 
Out of the Rock for me. 
Thou bruised and broken Bread, 
My lifelong wants supply; 
As living souls are fed, 
Oh feed me, or I die. 
Thou true life-giving Vine, 
Let me Thy sweetness prove; 
Renew my life with Thine, 
Refresh my soul with love. 
For still the desert lies 
My thirsting soul before; 
Oh living waters, rise 
Within me evermore. 
BETHLEHEM, HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF THE 


JORDAN. w 


Among Southern Baptists 
(Continued from second page) 


the old deist theory that the Book of 
Daniel was a late plagiarism. The visit- 
ing lecturer, Dr. Ferré, whose blasphe- 
mies he quotes, was until recently occu- 
pant of the famous Abbott (Andover 
Seminary) Chair in Theology, long held 
by the great evangelical theologian, Dr. 
Park. This in violation of all specified 
and legal safeguards to protect the Chair 
from the intrusion of Unitarianism. 

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump.” The lump of a thousand students 
is later broken up and distributed among 
millions of members. Why should one 
not give the alarm? Why should one 
more seminary go the way Crozer and 
Rochester and Chicago Baptist semina- 
ries, under the flag of academic freedom? 

The second general charge is that in 
the Southern Baptist Convention are 
ominous signs of concentration of power 
at the top. Herein he has the support of 
Dr. E. P. Alldredge, long high in the Con- 
vention’s leadership: “If a given pastor 
or church does not support the whole 
Co-operative Program, as handed down 
to us each year by the Executive Com- 
mittee, such pastors and such churches 
are forthwith blacklisted and regarded as 
no longer true and loyal Southern Bap- 
tists. No state leader will recommend 
such a pastor to any position in the de- 
nomination.” 

This seems to have been the purpose 
of Article Three, which amended the 
Constitution of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. This apparently classified 
representation in the Convention in a 
way to give the large churches an unduly 
strong place. The large churches are 
pastored by Louisville Seminary men. 
These city pastors control the denomi- 
national boards. 

The picture is familiar elsewhere. Mr. 
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Smith may have overemphasized the ex- 
tent to which the roof boards become 
decayed and need replacement. Let us 
hope that he has, and that repairs can 
be comfortably made. 

The Christian Centurions of Chicago 
have issued a general excommunication 
of all who cry out against these tenden- 
cies, and their denunciations in book 
form are to be published by the Unita- 
rian Beacon Press, in Boston, under the 
title, “The Protestant Underworld.” In 
the lower circles of this inferno are 
placed both ,Mr. Noel Smith and the 
writer of this present note.—ERNEsT Gor- 
DON. 


we 
With the New Books 


Knight of the Burning Heart. By Les- 
lie F. Church, B.A., Ph.D. (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., 
$1.75.) Anyone who is not well informed 
as to the great Methodist awakening of 
the latter half of the eighteenth century 
should read this rare little biography of 
John Wesley. The 175 pages are divided 
into eleven chapters. A few of the chap- 
ters are as fdllows: “A _ Lincolnshire 
Lad,” “A Gownboy at Charterhouse,” 
“The Wonderful Birthday,” “Knight Er- 
rant,” “The Open Road,” “He Changed 
England,” and “He Did Not Grow Old.” 
A great deliverance was indeed brought 
to England gnd thousands of her people 
between 1738 and 1788 by the eloquent 
preaching of Wesley. He shook England 
with the power of the Gospel, and saved 
her from a revolution. His long and 
strenuous life is well covered, the failure 
in Georgia (U.S.A.), the testings, trials, 
travels, and successes are al] portrayed 
by Dr. Church in a very readable and 
interesting style. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

Mon.—Ephesians 2:19-22. 
The Chief Cornerstone. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone.” 
The One who laid the cornerstone of 
this solid earth has become for all ages 
the chief cornerstone of the holy tem- 
ple, God’s Church. “Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid.” Jesus, 
the Rock on which all hope of salva- 
tion must be built, ever will be our 
hope, peace, and rest, “chief corner 
stone, elect, precious” (1 Pet. 2:6). 
Pray for LeTourneau Christian Camp, 
Canandaigua, N. Y. 
Tues.—1 Peter 2:1-8. 
Our Spiritual Building. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A spiritual 
house.” Things temporal are symbols 
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The Sunday School Cimes 


Puivie E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor - 





Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





JOHN W. LANE, JR, 
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Contributing Editors: JosePpH P. FREg, 
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H. TruMBULL HOWARD 
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Pirie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
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Cartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








of things spiritual. Things visible bring 
to mind things invisible. Think fre- 
quently of the members of the house- 
hold of God. These ransomed souls, 
like precious stones, are put into place 
in the building of God. They are builded 
together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit: built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
“Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.” Are you one of His 
“living stones?” Pray fcr Maranatha 
Bible and Missionary Conference, Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 


Wed.—Isaiah 9:1-7. His Glorious Name. 

PraYER SuccesTions: “His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” Beneath the 
contemplation of these excellences of 
our blessed Lord, the soul is forever 
amazed, solemnized, and subdued. 
Whether we view Christ as a babe, a 
youth, or a man; observe His life in this 
world, or listen to His words, and con- 
sider His power, we discover in Him 
divine glory which His various names 
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signify. Blessed be the Lord God our 
Saviour forever. Pray for Morning 
Cheer Bible Conference, North East, Md. 


Thurs.—Hebrews 1:1-14. 
The Appointment of Christ. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Therefore -God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” 
Any other view of Christ than that of 
equality with God is erroneous. In the 
counsels of eternity, God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit planned all things 
relating to man, sin, and eternal salva- 
tion. The Son’s voluntary subordina- 
tion to the Father for the purpose of 
salvation is one of the greater glories 
of God. The Son, sent forth by the 
Father, fulfilled the work God gave 
Him to do and is now seated at the 
Father’s right hand in Glory. Dwell 
upon the faithfulness of your Lord, and 
seek to be more like Him. Pray for 
Mount Hermon Christian Conference 
Center, Mount Hermon, Calif. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 15:20-28. ‘ 
Christ’s Final Triumph. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He must reign, 
till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet.” Our incarnate Lord can never be 
hindered or defeated. His divine power 
evidenced in His resurrection from the 
dead, His ascension to Heaven, and the 
effectual power of His Gospel are 
proofs that He shall triumph at last. 
Let your all-victorious Lord ever be 
your glory. Who is able to battle our 
glorious King? Blessed be our Saviour 
all-glorious! Pray for Muskoka Bible 
Conference, Lake Rosseau, Ont., Can. 


Sat.—Revelation 5:11-14. 
Praise in Heaven. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing.” 
Enter wholeheartedly into Heaven’s 
sevenfold praise of the Lamb upon His 
eternal throne. This praise of Christ is 
meant for saints on earth as well as for 
saints in Glory (v. 13). Join with the 
hosts above in praise of Christ, who 
bled your soul to save and triumphed 
o’er the grave. Pray for New England 
Keswick, Monterey, Mass. 


Sun.—Psalm 67. 
A Psalm of Prayer and Praise. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “God be merci- 
ful unto us, and bless us. . . . Let the 
people praise thee, O God.” Let all who 
sense their need of God’s mercy pour 
out their hearts before Him. And let 
all who have life and favors give God 
the glory due unto His name. Keep 


alive daily, and increase consciousness 
of dependence upon God. And let grat- 
itude move you often to bless the Lord 
for His goodness and mercy. Pray for 
Inland Empire Bible Conference, Deer 
Lake, Wash. 
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A THRILLING WEEK WITH THE 
Propuetic WORD 


Plan Your Summer 













TO INCLUDE 
Annual Bible Conference 
on Prophecy and the Jew 


Dr. Mymen J. Ap 
pelmon, Rev. 7. M 
Bomber, Or. Poul 
Boumon, Rev. Solo 
mon Birnboum, Or 
John W. Bradbury, 
Rev. Hermon 68 
Centz, Rev. Max 
Cohn, Or. Williom 
Culbertson, Rew 













these celebrated 


HEAR 





prophetic scholars 







Aug. 30 - Sept. 7 






WINONA LAKE, VR tamon George 
INDIANA a ae 















Or Herbert Lockyer, 
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! Sr., Or. A. 8 
J. McClain, Dr. J 
Palmer Muntz. Note 
write: Stone, Dr. Chester 
Et. Tulge, Judge 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 


lewis J. Juliane! 
Maochlin, Dr. Alvo 
For Full Information 
Schorfl, Rev Nathan 
W R. Wolloce 
Winona Lake, Indiana 








Dept. S 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 








r alta > sO 
KING’S PRESS 
Christian publishing concern engaged in 
supplying missions with translated literature, 
needs additional workers. Type compositors, 
platin pressmen, offset layout personnel, off- 
set pressmen, bindery workers. Write for 

details. KING’S PRESS 


King’s Garden - - Seattle 33, Washington 





BIBLE FACTS 
PLAINLY EXPLAINED 


THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS 


a PROGRAM 


LISTEN 
EVERY WEEK over 


the ABC NETWORK at 8:00 a. m., 
Sundays. Can also be heard over 
THE MUTUAL NETWORK, Sundays 
Write Box 22, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, tor your free radio log. 











GET THIS 


It may mean Longer Life for You— 





You enjoy SECURITY—SAFETY—SAVINGS 
in income tax—and, in addition, the permanent 
SATISFACTION of making the Bible more 
widely available throughout the world. 


As a holder of an American Bible Society An- 
nuity Agreement, you receive a generous check 
regularly, regardless of world conditions. 


Such checks have been issued without fail for 
more than 100 years. 


The Peace of Mind which comes from a regular 
income that never shrinks may add years to your 
life. Figures prove owners of annuities livelonger. 


ANNUITY 


It will mean Better Life for Others! 





Large areas of the non-Christian world, speak- 
ing some 200 languages and dialects, depend 
on the American Bible Society for the Holy 


Scriptures. 


It will make the Gospel story available in 
Korea, in Japan, in Germany, in all the 
trouble spots of the world. 


You may select the language, the country, the 
version and designate how your gift is to be 
spent. You can assure better life for others. 


Send for “A Gift That Lives” and “What I Found at Shimmabuke.” 





| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 

Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-8 entitled “A Gift That Lives” 
which explains your Annuity Plan, also “What I Found at Shimmabuke” the dramatic story 
of a tiny Okinawa village and the effect on its life of a single copy of the Bible left by a 


missionary. 





Mail This Coupon 
Today 
Without Fail! 
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